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   GGHS Calendar 
 
GGHS Board Meetings, 
421 Railroad Avenue 
Dolores, CO 
 

Board meetings:  August 17, 
October 19, November 16 at 
6 PM.   Meetings are open to 
members and interested pub-
lic. 
 

Summer Hours for Museum 
and Gift Shop:  10—5 PM, 
Monday through Saturday, 
pending available volunteers. 

The 2017 Annual Meet-

ing of the Galloping 

Goose Historical Society 

will be held on Saturday, 

September 9.  The busi-

ness meeting will begin at 

10:00 AM in the Commu-

nity Room of the Dolores 

Public Library, 1002 Rail-

road Avenue, Dolores.  

Joe Becker, President of 

the Society, and other 

members of the Board, 

will update the member-

ship on several projects 

which are under consider-

ation by the Society. 

Trade Coach 256 for a 

restored box car DRGW 

3488:  The Board has con-

cluded that restoration of 

Coach 256 is beyond the 

capabilities of the Society.  

The South Park Rail Soci-

ety has offered to 

move Coach 256 

to the Como, Col-

orado roundhouse 

for restoration.  In 

return, GGHS will 

receive a restored 

box car belonging 

to one of South 

Park’s members.   

Update on the 

donation of rail to the 

San Juan County Histor-

ical Society:  Fulfilling a 

promise made three years 

ago, rail was moved from 

Val Truelsen’s Line Camp 

property to Silverton.  

Shortly thereafter, the 

county historical society 

cut ties with its railroad 

group.  The Silverton 

Northern plans were sus-

pended and the right to lay 

track on County Road 22 

was lost.  GGHS still re-

tains ownership of the 

track.  Future disposition 

of the track has not yet 

been decided. 
Discussion with the 
Town of Dolores for lay-
ing track behind the mu-
seum:  The GGHS lease 
with the town includes the 
area behind the depot, al-
most to Central Street.  A 

proposal has been present-
ed to the town to lay track 
near the back of the muse-
um.  This would allow the  
box car  DRGW 3488 to be 
on display, with new ex-
hibits.  It would provide 
space for another restora-
tion project that could en-
courage local involvement 
in the work of the Society.   
The business meeting will 
be followed by a pot-luck 
lunch, including a birthday 
cake, in Flander’s Park  
behind the GGHS Muse-
um.  The museum and gift 
store will be open for those 
interested in seeing our 
new exhibits and gift shop 
items.  Please RSVP to the 
GGHS office (970-882-
7082) and indicate if 
you’re able to bring a dish 
to pass.  Please attend this 
important meeting! 

In celebration of the So-
ciety’s 30th birthday, 
consider making a $30 
donation!  Your gift will 
be matched by a fellow 
GGHS member, and 
you will receive this 
30th anniversary pin! 

Annual Meeting 

Saturday Sept 9th 
10:00 AM 

Dolores Public Library 

 Celebrate 30 Years at the GGHS Annual Meeting  

Saturday September 9th, 10:00 AM,  Dolores Library 

August 2017 

Joe Becker addressed the 2016 Annual 
Meeting of the GGHS in the community 
room of the Dolores Library. 

 

 

Membership  
Renewal 

 

It’s time to renew 
your membership in 
the Galloping Goose 
Historical Society.  
Your dues help keep 
the Society active and 
strong!  Thank you! 

  

 

Support the Society with each purchase you make through Amazon.   
Designate GGHS as your non-profit of choice on Amazon Smile.    
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Rocky Mountain PBS films RGS Goose No.5  

during July C& TS Excursion 

A bit of rain and bouncing ammeter readings didn’t stop the enjoyment of 
passengers and crew on the Cumbres and Toltec July excursion.  On July 
27 through 30, Goose No. 5 ran between Chama and Antonito, climbing 
over Cumbres pass, chasing deer, passing through tunnels, and winding 
through high meadows that were vivid green with the monsoon rains.  The 
Sunday morning run to Cumbres Pass proved to be a photographer’s 
dream, with more photo run-bys than usual, due to scheduling of the Goose 
around the morning steam train.   
 

On Sunday, a film crew from Rocky Mountain PBS out of Denver showed 
up to film the Goose, interview the crew, and talk with John Bush of 
C&TS.  PBS is creating a film about the RGS and the Galloping Geese, as 
part of their history series, “Colorado Experience.”  It is scheduled to be 
aired November 9, 2017. 
 

For the crew, the excitement came from erratic readings of the Goose’s 
ammeter, which indicates whether the battery is being charged or drained 
of juice.  The uneven readings were first noticed on the shake-down run 
and continued for several days, despite installation of a spare voltage regu-
lator and several attempts at repair by the crew.  For a first-hand account of 
how Mike Rasmussen from Alamosa came to the Goose’s rescue, see p. 4.  
Thanks again to the Weeminuche Construction Authority of Towaoc Colo-
rado for providing transport for RGS Goose No. 5. 

If you missed out on the July Excursions, consider joining us for the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad’s Fall 

Colors Special, from September  22 to October  1.  For  information and tickets, visit the Cumbres &Toltec 

website: http://cumbrestoltec.com/special-events/ or call 888-286-2737. Closed-toe shoes are required. 

Dates    Departure        Lunch  Arrival   Adult/Child Price 
Fri 9/22 and Thurs 9/28 Chama, NM        Osier, CO  Antonito, CO  $109/$87 
Sat 9/23 and Fri 9/29  Antonito, CO        Osier, CO  Antonito, CO  $109/$87 
Sun 9/24 and Sat 9/30  Antonito, CO        Osier, CO  Chama, NM  $109/$87 
Mon –Wed 9/25 –9/27 Chama, NM        Osier, CO  Chama, NM  $109/$87 
Sun 10/1   Chama, NM to  
    Cumbres Pass        none  Chama, NM  $54/$43 
 

All trips leave at 8:30 AM except Sunday October 1.  On Oct 1, Goose No. 5 leaves Chama at 8:30 AM and 
4:30 PM.  Bus connections are offered for one-way trips.  Call 888-286-2737 for information and tickets. 

Goose No. 5 stopping at Lava on the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. 

Late on Friday evening, Mike Rasmus-
sen of Alamosa came to the rescue of 
Goose No. 5, with a replacement gen-
erator and regulator.  

 
The July 2017 Goose 

Crew poses for a group 

shot in front of Goose No. 

5.  From left:  Sam 

Seiber (docent),  
Carlos Llamas (C&TS 
pilot), Bill Wolf, John 
Randall, Joe Becker, 
Joe Beringer, Ken 
Vance, Lew Matis 
(docent).  

 

Buy your Goose  

tickets now for the  

Fall Colors 

Special! 

888-286-2737  

http://cumbrestoltec.com/
http://cumbrestoltec.com/
http://cumbrestoltec.com/special-events/
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Bill Wolf’sVisit  
to Como, CO 

GGHS is in discussion with the 
South Park Rail Society at Como CO 
concerning the exchange of Coach 
256 for a restored box car.  On a re-
cent visit to Como, I found Tim Bain 
and several others at work in the 
roundhouse.  Tim was kind enough 
to give me a tour.   
 
The large stone structure with double 
hung wooden doors laid out around 
the turntable pit looks like a scene 
from a model railroad magazine.  
The volunteers were preparing for an 
upcoming work session, when they 
would grade, lay ties and install rail 
from the turntable into stall 4 as 
preparation for the arrival of their 
newly restored steam engine.   
 
Before leaving, I lent a hand with the 
installation of refurbished taper bear-
ings and bearing cap for the turnta-
ble.  As I looked around at the facili-
ties, I felt confident that this group 
will do an excellent job restoring 
coach 256 and keeping it as an RGS 
asset for visitors to see for years to 
come.   
 

Evolution Powder Coating  of Du-
rango CO donated the painting of 
the snow plow for RGS Goose 
No.5. Mark Looper, a Dolores 
resident, helped with the work. 

Community Events:  
Escalante Days, 

Farmer’s Market, 
Trivia Night 

 

The Society continues to en-
gage the local community as 
part of the museum’s educa-
tional mission.  New this year 
was a collaboration between 

the Dolores Public Library and the Society.  The library has been host-
ing weekly “trivia nights” at the Dolores River Brewery.  Each week, a 
different local non-profit is featured.  On 
Tuesday, July 11, the forty or so trivia par-
ticipants learned about the Galloping 
Goose Historical Society.  Jane Cooper, 
library assistant and master mind behind 
trivia night, asked questions about Goose 
history, the work of the museum and 
Goose travels.  One question that stumped 
participants was:  How many miles is the 
Goose scheduled to travel this summer?  
What’s your guess?  (See page 4 for the 
answer). 
 

The Society returned to the Cortez 
Farmer’s Market on Saturday July 15.  
Lew Matis and Joe Becker were on hand 
to answer questions about the Society, sell 

souvenirs and engage kids with an RGS 
model railroad layout.    
 

Goose No. 5 gave rides to kids of all ages at 
Escalante Days on August 12.  Rhoda 
Franks staffed the museum, McKenzie, a 
Dolores high school student, helped setup 
and sell water and pop, and Bill Wolf and 
Joe Becker drove the Goose.  “How much 
does it cost to ride the Goose?” was a com-
mon question.  Thanks to generous support 
from Empire Electric, the volunteers were 
able to reply, “It’s free!  Climb on board!”   

Birthday cake was 
served in the after-
noon, in celebration 
of the Goose’s 30th 
anniversary.   
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Have Your $30 Anniversary Donation    
Doubled and Receive Commemorative Pin 

The 30th anniversary will be celebrated at the Annual 

Meeting on Saturday September 9th.  The business 

meeting starts at 10 AM in the Dolores Public Library, 
followed by a pot-luck lunch and birthday cake at the 

depot.   

The Society is holding a fund-raiser 

in honor of 30 years.   Donations 
made between now and the Annual 
Meeting will be matched by a mem-

ber of the Society.  So, your 
“birthday gift” to the Goose will be 
doubled!  Plus, you receive a thank 

you gift of a commemorative pin. 

For a $30 donation, receive this new-
ly designed GGHS pin (top left).  

This 1 1/2 inch base relief pin depicts 
Goose No. 5 going over Lizard Head 

Pass.  For a $50 donation, 

receive all three pins 
shown here.  And remem-
ber, your gift will be 

matched, so act today and 
help support the Society! 

 “God Loves The Goose” 

Joe Beringer 
 

When Larry Spencer trained us to take care of and operate 
the Goose, he illustrated many of his points with stories 
that often ended with the quote: “God loves the Goose.” 

Here’s a new story: 

On July 27, 2017 just outside Chama, NM on the way to 
Antonito, CO, the motorman noticed that the generator 
wasn’t charging the battery normally.  It was working but a 
little erratically.   

At the mid trip lunch stop at Osier, the generator looked 
acceptable.  At Sublette, the prognosis was not as promis-
ing. After arrival at Antonito and many conversations later, 
it was decided to order new brushes from the NAPA auto 
parts store in Alamosa, CO. 30 miles north of Antonito. 

The following day was filled with pictures and fun, but the 
weakening generator was never far from the crew’s mind. 
Upon returning to Antonito the brushes were installed in 
the generator, but the generator output had not improved 
sufficiently. After several phone calls, Motorman John 
Randall tracked down the only shop in the area that might 

be able to help us rebuild the generator at 5 pm on a Fri-
day!  John and I sped off with our generator and regulator 
to see if Mike Rasmussen could save the day.   

Mike is a very impressive figure, towering over me and 
impressing John, who is no miniature guy himself.  Mike 
was gracious and welcomed us into one of his outbuildings 
on his 160 acre spread. A bank of test equipment caught 
my eye as I adjusted to the light - a work bench that had 
seen its share of broken generators and starters.  Many of 
the victims’ “remains” were still there.  Some bleak 
thoughts crossed my mind as I again realized that every-
thing on his work bench was of recent vintage, but the gen-
erator in my arms was as old or older than I! 

He quizzed us about the lineage of our generator, eyeing it 
suspiciously and began to test it.  It failed each test but just 
barely… I could see why the symptoms were confusing.  
One minute the generator might pass, then the next minute 
fail; it was not a healthy specimen.   

The doctor finally stopped his analysis and declared the 
patient ill and near death.  He looked around his shop for a 
replacement, found one, only to find that our double pul-
leys would not fit.  Looking around for another similar 
transplant, none is found… the atmosphere in the shop is 
getting tense.    

Mike is not a quitter.   He stares off into space for a mi-
nute, shifting from one foot to anther. He finally comes 
back to us to say he thinks he has a suitable replacement, if 
only he can think of where he put it. It seems he ware-
housed a generator that would fit one of his older trucks, 
but where…  Another few foot shifts and his eyes brighten 
and he instructs us to follow him.   

Now it is dark and I have a feeble flashlight and I’m barely 
keeping up with him as he weaves around a few cars and 
trucks and flings open the rollup door of a semi trailer that 
is being used for a warehouse.  Three minutes later he has 
the item in hand as he examines the details.  “Yes, this will 
work.” 

After exchanging the bearings and brushes for new parts, 
testing and passing, comparing the mounting brackets, the 
generator is declared suitable!   “Now, where is your regu-
lator?”  Having anticipated his question we hand over the 
part we had taken off the Goose, and its backup replace-
ment. 

Mike mounts them on the test stand and grouses about how 
the first one is shot and the replacement is no better. “Do 
you have a replacement regulator?” asks John.  Mike an-
swers “yes” as he disappears into an adjacent room and 
deposits an ancient cardboard box with a brand new shiny 
1950’s era regulator on the workbench and begins the test-
ing procedure.  It passes and we are thrilled! 
  
“I want my generator back after your run in September and 
I’ll have yours rebuilt by then” Mike reassures us. With no 
more that a handshake and an exchange of our names and 
phone numbers, we thank Mike and invite him to ride the 
Goose on Sunday afternoon. As we head back to Antonito, 
I think, “God really does love the Goose.” 

Trivia answer: RGS Goose No. 5 is expected to be driven 
1,200 miles this year. 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships and  
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

We invite you and your friends 
to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
Please enclose this form 

with your check made payable to the GGHS or  
Include credit card information and send to: 
GGHS, P.O. Box 297   Dolores, CO  81323 

Thank You! 

www.GallopingGoose5.org 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 9/1/17 to 8/31/18 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
 
(    ) Annual Individual $35 $   

(    ) Annual Family   $45 $   

(    ) Annual Business   $50 $   

(    ) Life Member  $500 $   

(    ) Patron   $1,000 $   

(    ) Benefactor  $5,000 $   

 

Donations:   

      30th Anniversary Fundraiser       

  ____GGHS pins @ $30  $   

 Set of 3 pins for $50  $   

        General Operating  $   

        Museum Display   $   

       Goose No. 5 Maintenance 

              and Excursions  $   

 SOUVENIRS  $    

 TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check # `     or  Credit Card  (circle one) 
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers newslet-
ter by email:      
 
 
 

Prices include shipping and handling.  Call the office (970-882-7082) for more information or email us 
at gghs5@centurytel.net.  Check out our webstore through our website: www.GallopingGoose5.org 
 

SPECIAL ORDER SOUVENIRS           PRICE       QUANTITY           SIZES/COLORS     TOTAL PRICE 
 

Polo Shirt (Circle: Black or Gray,           $30 __________        S   M   L   XL   2XL      _____________        
RGS logo or Running Goose logo) 
 

Blanket              $42        __________        Black    or    Gray          _____________ 
 

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt           $45        __________        S   M   L   XL   2XL      _____________ 
 

Long Sleeve Dark Blue Heavy Weight        $60        __________        S   M   L   XL   2XL      _____________ 
    Denim Shirt 
 

Hooded Dark Gray Sweatshirt           $65 __________       S    M    L    XL   2XL   3XL  _______________ 
 

Hangman’s Trestle T-shirt     $20 to $22    __________         L      XL     XXL ($22)  ____________ 
 

Set of 3 Vernon Kilns Decorative Plates     $300       __________        Brown         Red             _____________ 
 
TOTAL SOUVENIRS                _____________  



The Galloping Goose Historical 

Society 
of Dolores, Inc. 

421 Railroad Avenue 
P.O. Box 297 

Dolores, CO 81323 
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