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   GGHS Calendar 
 
Annual Meeting is Sept 
8 at 10:00 am at the 
Dolores Public Library. 
 
Upcoming Board Meet-
ing dates:  October  18,  
November 15 and Decem-
ber 20 .  Meetings are at 
the museum in Dolores 
starting at  6:00 pm.  They 
are open to GGHS mem-
bers and the interested 
public. 
 
Museum and Gift Shop 
off-season hours : 10 am
- 2 pm (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays) or by appoint-
ment. 

Visit the online GGHS 
gift store and help sup-
port the Society! 
www.GallopingGoose5.
org/gift-shop     
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It’s time to renew your GGHS membership 

 for 2018 - 2019 

The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Galloping Goose Historical Society will be 

held on Saturday, September 8.  The business meeting will begin at 10:00 AM in 

the Community Room of the Dolores Public Library, 1002 Railroad Avenue, 

Dolores CO.  Members of the Board will update the membership on several pro-

jects which were first reported on at last year’s Annual Meeting. 

 

Trade Coach 256 for a restored box car DRGW 3688:  This trade with the 

South Park Rail Society has been approved by the GGHS board.  It will likely to 

take place by this fall.  The restored box car will be placed in a temporary loca-

tion while we continue discussions with the Town of Dolores.   

 

Discussion with the Town of Dolores for laying track behind the museum:  
A final decision concerning the Society’s request to lay track behind the museum 
for display of a restored box car has been delayed while the Town searched for a 
new Town Manager.  A manager was recently hired and discussions have re-
sumed.    

 

Election of Officials:  The positions of President and Vice-President are one 
year terms and are voted annually.  Board member positions are three year posi-
tions, two of which will expire this year.  These positions will be voted upon. 

 

Endowment Fund: Members will provide comment on a GGHS Board  pro-
posal to create an endowment fund.  

Pot Luck Lunch:The business meeting 
will be followed by a pot-luck lunch in 
Flander’s Park behind the GGHS  

Museum.  The museum and gift store will 
be open for those interested in seeing our 
new exhibits and gift shop items.  Please 
RSVP to the GGHS office (970-882-
7082) and indicate if you’re able to bring 
a dish to pass.   

 
Please attend this important meeting! 

Annual Meeting on Saturday September 8 at 10:00 AM. 
Hear Updates on Important Society Activities at the  

Dolores Public Library. 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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GGHS Financial Report:  The total income for  2018 through mid-August 2018 was 
$31,900 minus a cost of goods of $3,600 for a gross profit of 28,300.  Total expenses for this 
same period were $27,700.  The net gain for the period was $600.   

flaten, Steve and Doris Holley, 
Lew Matis, Ed Merritt Jr., Jim 
Odom, Lucas Isaman, Gordon 

Orton, Val Truelsen and Frank 
Gonzales.  Local contractors 
include Frontier Contracting, 
Kennedy Cabinetry, Marcell 
Motors, and Nealey Welding.  

Others provided support but 
are too numerous to mention.  

Our society started as a grass-
roots community effort to save 
a historic railroad vehicle.  It 
has succeeded in that effort 

and has grown to include 
members throughout the 
world.  It is the major tourist 
attraction for Dolores, Colora-
do.  Our society should be 

proud of its accomplishments. 

RGS Goose No. 5:  20 Years since Restoration 

In 1987, the Galloping Goose 
Historical Society was incor-
porated as a 501-c3 non-profit 
corporation, dedicated to pre-
serving the history of the Rio 
Grande Southern Railroad and 
its artifacts. One of the socie-
ty’s first projects was to build 
a replica of the Dolores rail-
road depot near its original 
location.  Being successful, it 
then sought grant money to 
restore RGS Goose No. 5 to 
running condition.  
 
In 1997, a major grant from 
the Colorado Historic Fund 
put Goose No. 5 on a one year 
fast track to restoration.  It 
was moved from one end of 
Flanders Park to the front of 
the newly constructed muse-
um.  After the passenger com-
partment and cab were sepa-

rated, various components 
were sent out for restoration 
(trucks and wheels, motor, ra-
diator, seating etc.).  The re-
maining structure was 
strengthened and upgraded.   
 A new power truck bolster  
and pilot were constructed.  
The air brake system was up-
graded. Members completely 
rebuilt the back passenger sec-
tion.  
 
After reassembly, RGS Goose 
No.5 was spruced up with new 
paint and historic graphics.  It 
was then tested, back and for-
ward, on six feet of track be-
fore being transported to the 
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic 
Railroad for excursions.  
 
It was back in service after sit-
ting idle in Flanders Park in 
Dolores for 47 years.  After 20 
years of operation since resto-
ration,  RGS Goose No. 5 has 
operated longer as a preserved 
historic vehicle than when it 
was run by the Rio Grande 
Southern Railroad.  
 
Many people deserve thanks 

for their volunteer efforts, 
working weekends in Dolores, 
restoring Goose No. 5.  These 
include Wayne Brown, Janet 
Wagner, Jim and Doris Gran-



2018:  An Extraordinary 

Summer 

This summer in Southwest Col-

orado has been unique.  Its ori-
gins can be traced to the lack of 
moisture beginning last winter.  
Most of the area’s ski slopes 
opened late and many runs re-
mained bare all season.  Spring 
rains were sparse followed by 
hot summer weather and 
wildland fires.  Later it rained 
just enough to cause mudslides 
in the burnt out areas.  Dolores 
was affected by three major 
fires in the area, the “416”, the 
Barrow and the Plateau fires.  It 
hosted two wildland fire camps.  
Some nearby residences were 
issued pre-evacuation notices 
but thankfully those notices 
were never upgraded.  McPhee 
Reservoir is now at its lowest 
level since it was built in the 
1980’s. 
 
The Durango and Silverton Nar-
row Gauge has had a very chal-
lenging summer.  It was shut 
down early this summer for 41 
days due to fire.  It resumed a 
reduced schedule after the 
“416” fire was contained, run-
ning diesel trains and later dou-
bleheader steam trains.  It was 
then shut down twice by mud-
slides.  The last slide took out 
roadbed and track isolating 
much of their equipment above 
Rockwood.  D&SNG now buses 
passengers from Durango to 
Rockwood to meet their trains.  
It has been a treat for railfans to 
experience a variety of passen-
ger trains this summer. These 
include diesel, K-28 steam, K-
36 steam, doubleheader K-28/K
-36 steam or K-28/K-28 steam.  
Trains are turned at the wye at 

Rockwood, three 
cars at a time, us-
ing a stub switch. 
 
The Galloping 
Goose Historical 
Society Museum 
initially saw an 
increase of visitors 
and gift shop sales 
with increased 
highway traffic. 
(Dolores was on 
the 175 mile US 
550 detour to Sil-
verton.)  As word of the fires 
and smoke spread, potential vis-
itors changed their plans and 
GGHS ultimately had a major 
decrease in museum visitors for 
the year. Our plans for 2018 ex-
cursions on D&SNG have 
“gone up in smoke”.  We have 
plans to run on D&SNG again 
in February 2019. 
 
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic 
Railroad has not been affected 
by major fires.  They have seen 
an increase in passenger traffic 
this year.  RGS Goose No. 5 
will be running excursions the 
last week in September on 
C&TS this year.  Check out the 
schedule. 
 
Colorado has seen new narrow 

gauge trackage laid this year. 

The Ridgway Railroad Museum 

is completing their one half mile 
demonstration railroad loop. 

GGHS has helped out by 

providing rail bars (jointers) and 

spikes for their project.  The 
South Park Rail Society has also 

been laying track this year in 

Como, building a demonstration 

railroad.  GGHS will provide a 
passenger car to be restored for 

their eventual operations.  GGHS 

will receive DRGW 3688 in trade.  

It is a mostly restored narrow 
gauge boxcar to be used as a mu-

seum display.  GGHS has also 

completed laying 120 feet of track 

one block away from the muse-
um.  It is in a fenced area.  It may 

be used for temporary storage of 

boxcar DRGW 3688 and a rip 

track for future acquisitions.  Ne-
gotiations with the Town of 

Dolores to build a display track at 

the museum are ongoing.  
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D&SNG  locomotives #476 (Class K-28) and # 480 (Class 
K-36) await their departure times at Rockwood CO.. Note the 

burnt area on the slopes behind the locomotives.  

GGHS trackage in Dolores CO across from 

Dolores State Bank. 



Please contact C&TS  for more information and assistance with booking.  

1-888-286-2737  

Date  Day Itinerary 

 September 25, 2018 Tuesday Chama/Osier/Chama 

 September 26, 2018 Wednesday Chama/Osier/ Antonito (bus return) 

September 27, 2018 Thursday Antonito/Osier/Chama (bus return) 

September 28, 2018 Friday Chama/Osier/ Chama  

September 29, 2018  Saturday Chama/Cumbres/Chama 

September 30, 2018 Sunday Chama/Osier/ Antonito (bus return) 

October 1,2018 Monday Antonito/Osier/Chama (bus return) 

2018 RGS Goose No. 5 Excursion Schedule on C&TS 
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Cost: $125.00 per person including lunch at Osier 

09/29/18 Cost: $59.00 per person 

For safety, please wear closed-toe shoes. 

GGHS Endowment 
 

Our board is unanimous in its support to set up an Endowment Fund to help backstop GGHS’s future revenue 

needs.  Earnings from this fund will be used to help cover revenue shortfalls, as needed.  Its capital could serve 
as a “rainy day” fund to cover unanticipated capital expenses.  GGHS has raised $10,000 toward meeting a 
$12,000 minimum balance to set up the account.  The endowment will be funded by donations that are specifi-
cally earmarked. Current members are asked to contribute.   It is hoped that these donations do not adversely 
affect other donations that would otherwise be made. New life members in GGHS will see $100 of their mem-
bership fee deposited in the endowment. A special donor’s pin will be used as a “Thank You” gift for a $30 or 
greater donation to the endowment. Members could also include the GGHS endowment in their estate plans. 
 
The GGHS board has delayed final approval for the endowment until after the annual board meeting.  Mem-
bers will have a chance to voice their opinion at the annual meeting.  A newly elected board will later take a 
vote to establish a GGHS endowment at the October 2018 board meeting.  
 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships and  
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

We invite you and your friends 
to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
Please enclose this form 

with your check made payable to the GGHS or  
include credit card information . 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 
Website: www.GallopingGoose5.org 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 9/1/18 to 8/31/19 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 
(    ) Annual Individual $35 $   

(    ) Annual Family   $45 $   

(    ) Annual Business   $50 $   

(    ) Life Member  $500 $   

(    ) Patron   $1,000 $   

(    ) Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum Display   $   

        Goose No. 5               $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

   SUBTOTAL $    

  SOUVENIRS $    

 TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check # `     or  Credit Card  (circle one) 
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

SPECIAL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

RMPBS “Galloping Goose” DVD $25  Reserve Your Copy Now!!  

Hat  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Circle:  Black or Gray, RGS 
logo or Running Goose Logo) 

$35  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $40  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Circle: Hangman’s Trestle 
Goose, Running Goose, 3 Geese) 

$20  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Challenger All Weather Jacket  $165  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE     
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