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  Track ’n Feathers 

Excursions on C&TS 
During the third week of September 2021, RGS 

Goose No. 5 will be running excursions on the 
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad. This last mi-
nute scheduling was enabled by recently relaxed 
COVID restrictions. With all windows open, Goose 
No. 5 is considered an “open” car with full capacity.  
Having the possibility of carrying 27 passengers 
each trip makes the financial planning more viable, 
especially after a $2,000 increase in our annual lia-
bility excursion insurance. Masks may be required. 
Please join us. Our schedule is posted inside. 

Excursions on DSNG 
Details are being finalized for three days of ex-

cursions on the Durango Silverton Narrow Gauge. 
Preliminary plans include three round trips to Cas-
cade Canyon (10/1 - 10/3) from Durango and an 
Event Park field trip for Dolores fifth graders (9/30). 
These trips will be part of our return transport of 
RGS Goose No. 5 from Chama. Ticket prices are 
expected to be similar to Gondola ($86) but 
have not been set.  

New Gift Shop Items 
    The 2022 Colorado Narrow Gauge Calendar 
features images of the famed Denver & Rio 
Grande Railroad across its 2,783 miles of narrow 
gauge track. This calendar has 11 x 14 photos. 
We especially love the double header photos! 
Pre-order now and be the first to receive this 
treasured calendar of Rocky Mountain narrow 
gauge railroading!  $15.95 calendar + $5.00 

shipping in the U.S.A. Note: The calendar usually 
ships in late August.  
       GGHS recently added a stemless goblet to 
join its pint beverage glass for sale in its gift 
shop. The goblet is more versatile then a wine 
glass, able to hold morning orange juice, after-
noon iced tea or an evening wine cooler. Both 
contain the “Running Goose” logo and the  
GGHS emblem and are dishwasher safe. They 
are available for $8.00 each in Dolores or 
online, four glasses for $40, including shipping. 
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GallopingGoose5.org 
2021 Annual Meeting: 
September 11th at the 
Dolores Public Library, 
10:00 am    
2021 Monthly Board 
Meeting Dates:   Octo-
ber 21 and November 
18. All meetings are at 
the museum in Dolores. 
Monthly board meet-
ings start at 6:00 pm 
and are open to GGHS 
members and the pub-
lic. Please request an 
email invitation to at-
tend via the internet. 
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop Hours: Mid- 
May to Late-September, 
Monday-Saturday 
(10am-5pm). Call ahead 
or email GGHS to 
schedule a special visit. 
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Board of Directors 
2020 to 2021 

Joe Becker (President)* 
Bill Wolf (Vice Presi-
dent) 
Chris Pranskatis 
(Secretary) 
Rodney Guggenheim* 
(Treasurer) 
Olaf Bye* 
RJ McKay 
Jeff Taylor  
* term ends 9/21 
 
Office Manager 
Denise Bowyer 
 
Goose #5 Crew  
Kent Aikin 
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
Ben Deason 
RJ McKay 
Chris Pranskatis 
John Randall  

Please renew 

your  

2021-2022  

membership. 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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GGHS Membership News 
 In an attempt to attract new members, GGHS has 

reduced membership fees to $25 for the 2021-2022 
membership cycle.  When annual memberships are 
renewed, most folks include a donation with their 
membership fees. We hope our renewing members 
continue this practice. Member donations made to 
GGHS are categorized into funds (General Expenses, 
Excursion/Goose, Museum/Freight Car and Endow-
ment.) Money in these accounts are used, specific to 
their category.  

 

Please renew your membership for 
2021-2022. 

2021 GGHS Annual Meeting 
      The Galloping Goose Historical Society annu-

al members meeting is September 11th at the 
Dolores Public Library. The meeting begins at 10:00 
am in the library’s community room.  The meeting 
agenda includes the election of our Society presi-
dent to a one year term and the election of two 
board members to three year terms.  

GGHS Endowment Fund 

In January 2019, the Galloping Goose Histori-
cal Society established an Endowment Fund 
through Onward! a Legacy Foundation.  
“Onward!” is a Cortez, Colorado based com-
munity foundation that provides scholarships, 
grants and non-profit endowment manage-
ment services in the Four Corners area. As of 
06/30/2021, our balance was $37,749. GGHS 
did not to tap into this “rainy day“ fund to 
survive COVID-19. Members are asked to 
continue to fund this endowment. There are 
tax advantages for folks over age 72 who 
contribute directly from their IRA with a QCD. 
Please contact your IRA provider. Our 501c3 
EIN is 74-2501656.  Please consider the GGHS 
Endowment Fund in your estate planning.   

Mid-Year Financial Notes  
As of July 31,2021, GGHS received $1,720 in 
membership dues, $25,572 in grants and do-
nations, $0 from excursions, $5,081 in mer-
chandise sales and $582 in miscellaneous in-
come. Total  receipts are $32,955.  This in-
cludes a $10,000 Montezuma Lodger’s Tax 
grant to be spent on tourist related activities.  
     GGHS spent $8,362 for administrative/
office, $4,225 for insurance, $725 for mainte-
nance and utilities, $4,261 for merchandise, 
$2,534 for advertising and marketing and $0 
for miscellaneous excursion expenses. Total 
expenses are $20,107. Our net gain is 
$12,848.  
      GGHS will soon purchase annual excur-
sion operating liability insurance expected to 
cost $14,000. 

C&TS  
Special Timetable Instructions 

 

 

All trains must stop at CUMBRES and make an 
application and release of air brakes. 

A  cost-free way to ben-
efit GGHS is to register 
with the Kroger/City 
Market Community Re-
wards Program. Kroger 
donates to participating 
community organiza-
tions (Galloping Goose 
Historical Society 
(NV923)) based on a 
registered shopper’s 

transaction history and  preferences. To register, just 
connect to:  
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/communit
y-rewards . 
 All Kroger stores participate in this program includ-
ing City Market, Kroger, King Soopers and Smith’s.  
GGHS has received over $1,000 in donations since 
participating in this program 

 GGHS Gift Shop  

https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards


The RGS Dolores Station Safe 
      

Construction of Rio Grande Southern Railroad started in1890 with crews working from Ridgway 
and Durango. In late November 1891, the Durango-based construction crew reached the new town 
site of Dolores. The first railroad station in Dolores was a 
box car that, after much complaining, was replaced by a 
permanent structure in 1900. After railroad abandonment in 
late 1951, the Dolores station was sold to local entrepre-
neurs, Wilson Brumley and Merton Taylor. They intended to 
convert the passenger side of the railroad station into a res-
idence and the freight side into a barn. The passenger side 
of the building was too dilapidated to be useful and was 
destroyed. The freight side was moved to the Lewis/Arriola 
area and used as an apple storage barn. Later, it was moved 
again to become part of a saddlery shop just off of CO 145 
between Cortez and Dolores. A 3,500 pound triple lock rail-
road safe was moved from the station and became a Brum-

ley family heirloom. Re-
cently, the Aryol Brumley Family donated the safe to the museum. 
      Much of the history of this safe has yet to be discovered. It is 
painted Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG), not surprising 
since much of the RGS equipment was second hand castoffs from 
the D&RG. Perhaps this 
safe has a D&RG history 

that pre-dates its use in Dolores. Its outer steel case door is 
lined with plaster and concrete for fire-proofing and 
weight.  Its middle door is made of manganese steel with 
an anti-dynamite locking device. The cash box has a rather 
simple key. 

      In June 2021, it was 
delivered using a boom 
truck, placing it on the 
front museum platform. 
Our museum door was re-
moved and a ramp was 
created using 2 x 6 lumber. 
After a couple of false starts, four people pushed the safe over the 
threshold into the museum. An automobile floor jack was then used 
to move and pivot the safe into place. It now sits on ¼ inch steel 
plates under the casters on a reinforced floor. It opened, with a little 
bit of jiggling, on first try, and is now locked open. 
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Needed: Three freight car brake wheels for two stock cars and 
one drop bottom gondola. Also needed are five Sharon knuckles 
and pins for our two stock cars and box car. Knuckles can be 
broken. 



 

 

 
TRACK ‘N FEATHERS, PAGE  4 

Museum Display Track 
 

In May 2017, GGHS submitted 
to the Dolores Town Board a 
proposal to create a museum 
display track for narrow 
gauge freight cars that were 
typically used on the Rio 
Grande Southern. After an al-
most complete change of the 
town board and their lawyer, 
a redrafting of our land lease 
and four city managers later, 
construction has finally be-
gun.  This August, after Es-
calante Days, ground was un-
ceremoniously broken by 
John Hernandez, using a sod 
cutter. The area between the 
mid-park sidewalk and the 
rear museum platform was 
stripped of sod. A fabric weed 
barrier was buried using a 60 
ton of crushed concrete sub-
base. Later this year, rails and 
ties will be positioned for a 
“track laying” party.  After-
wards, the track will be 
dressed with washed gravel. 
The rail and ties are part of 
track supplies donated to 
GGHS by the U. S. Depart-
ment of Defense Logistics 
Agency in July 2000. The track 
supplies were salvaged from 
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal.  
Some of the rail was also used in trade to acquire four of the five freight cars that will be displayed 
at our museum. Please donate to our Museum/Freight Car Fund to keep this project on track. 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships,   
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

 
We invite you and your friends to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
 

Please enclose this form with your check made payable 
to the GGHS or include credit card information . 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 8/31/2021to 8/31/2022 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Member      $25          $   

Annual Business   $100          $   

Life Member $500          $   

Patron  $1,000          $   

Benefactor $5,000          $   

Donations:   

       General Expenses           $   

        Museum/Freight Car          $   

        RGS Goose No. 5/Excursion   $   

        GGHS Endowment             $_______ 

        Other (please specify)              $_______ 

 Donation Total:                             $   

 Souvenir Total:                      $   

 TOTAL REMITTED          $   

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card   
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $40    

Baseball Cap  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Black, Grey, Blue, or Cof-
fee Bean with Running Goose Logo) 

$40  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage/goblet glasses $40  Beverage, Goblet or Combo  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose, Hang-
man’s Trestle Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS) 

$25  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket (Black or 
Gray) 

$70  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Grey  


