
 
 
 
The Galloping Goose Historical Society 
of Dolores, Inc. 
421 Railroad Avenue 
P.O. Box 297 
Dolores, CO 81323 
 

 

 

 

 

August 2022 Newsletter 



 The Galloping Goose Historical 

Society annual members meeting 

is September 10th at the Dolores 

Public Library. The meeting begins 

at 10:00 am in the library’s 

community room.  The meeting agenda includes the election of our Society 

president to a one-year term and the election of two board members to 

three-year terms. Additionally, members will vote on an amendment to our 

bylaws to change the wording of our Mission Statement to be less cumbersome.  

Current Mission Statement: 

The purpose of this society is to preserve, restore and operate the historical 

Rio Grande Southern Railroad and all necessary equipment, rolling stock, real 

property, historical sites and buildings necessary and incident thereto; to 

establish museums, research projects and operations in furtherance of the 

historical significance of the Dolores River Valley; to educate and produce 

educational materials and scholarships for education and research incident to 

the above and forgoing, all being exclusively for charitable, educational or 

scientific purposes and good and no other. 

Proposed Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Galloping Goose Historical Society (GGHS) is to foster 

knowledge and continued interest in the Rio Grande Southern Railroad’s 

importance to the historical development of southwestern Colorado. GGHS 

accomplishes its mission through education, outreach, museum exhibits and 

“living history” excursions on local narrow-gauge railroads using railcar RGS 

Goose No. 5. 

     Members and their friends are invited back to our museum for a quick visit 

before an early afternoon picnic lunch at a local private garden railroad exhibit.    

 

2023 Narrow Gauge Calendar 

    The 2023 Colorado Narrow Gauge 

Calendar features scenes from the famed Denver 

& Rio Grande Railroad. This calendar features 

large 11 x 14 photos. Pre-order now and be the 

first to receive this treasured calendar of Rocky 

Mountain narrow gauge railroading!  Order from 

GGHS.  $25.00 includes shipping in the U.S.A. 

The calendar begins shipping in mid-September. 
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Dolores, CO 81323 
 

  Phone: (970) 882-7082 
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GallopingGoose5.org  
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Instagram & Facebook 
 

Monthly Board 

Meeting Dates: August 

18th., October 20th, 

November 17th. All 

meetings are at the 

museum in Dolores. 

Monthly board meetings 

start at 6:00 pm and are 

open to GGHS members 

and the public. Please 

request an email 

invitation to attend via 

the internet.  
 

Annual Members 

Meeting: September 10 

at 10:00 am at the 

Dolores Public Library.  
  

GGHS Museum and  
Gift Shop Hours: Mid- 

May to Late-September, 

Monday-Saturday 

(10am-5pm). Call ahead 

or email GGHS to 

guarantee a visit or 

schedule an off-season 

visit.  
 

501c3 EIN: 74-2501656 
 

2022 GGHS Annual 
Member’s Meeting 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/


 Autumn DSNG Excursions  

GGHS and the DSNG have started to plan 

Fall 2022 excursions for late October. These 

trips will include weekend travel to Cascade 

Canyon and participation in the DSNG Fall 

Photo Special. Please check our website and 

Facebook as information develops.  

GGHS Endowment Fund  

In January 2019, the Galloping Goose Historical 

Society established an Endowment Fund through 

Onward! a Legacy Foundation.  “Onward!” is a Cortez, 

Colorado based community foundation that provides 

scholarships, grants and non-profit endowment 

management services in the Four Corners area. As of 

06/30/2022, our balance was $49,911. Members are 

asked to continue to contribute to our “rainy day” 

fund. There are tax advantages for folks over age 70 

1/2 who contribute directly from their IRA with a QCD. 

Please contact your IRA provider. Our 501c3 EIN is 74-

2501656.  Please consider the GGHS Endowment 

Fund in your estate planning.    

Autumn C&TS Excursions  
The Galloping Goose Historical Society 

and the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad 

will sponsor RGS Goose No. 5 excursions the 

last week of September. RGS Goose No. 5 

has operated more years as a restored 

historic vehicle than when it was in service 

with the RGS. These unique “living history” 

excursions help continue the RGS legacy. 

Ticket sales are the prime source of revenue 

for our excursions. 

 Although the Antonito to Chama trip is a 

crew favorite, it traditionally has poor ticket 

sales. This trip is continually uphill except for 

the last hour in the afternoon. It visits many of 

the places missed during the Chama to 

Antonito run when RGS Goose No. 5 is 

rushing to stay ahead of the afternoon 

passenger train.  The morning East to West 

excursion photo stops may include Lava Tank, 

the Sublette powder stash, and a walk-

through Rock Tunnel with west exit photos. 

This East to West trip is a unique alternative 

for many returning “Goose” passengers. 

Please remember to wear closed toe shoes. 

All RGS Goose No. 5 trips are a great way 

to enjoy the aspen Fall colors and the 

camaraderie of other “Goose” fans. The Osier 

lunch stop has an expanded its menu this 

year to include grilled chicken, BBQ pork, or 

enchiladas. Please join us.  
     

GGHS Museum Gift Shop 

Shop for items from our Museum 

Gift Shop by mail or online via our 

website. Save money on shipping 

costs by visiting our Dolores 

Museum. (Please call or email ahead 

to arrange a visit.) 



  

 

All issues of the GGHS newsletters are 

available online at our website. 
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/newsletters 

 
Mid-Year Financial Notes 

 

As of July 31,2022, GGHS received $2,295 in 

membership dues, $29,472 in grants and donations, 

$4,540 from excursions, $5,360 in merchandise sales 

and $702 in miscellaneous income. Total receipts are 

$42,369. GGHS spent $16,680 for administrative/ 

office, $4,540 for insurance, $12,686 for maintenance 

and utilities, $6,066 for merchandise, $8,059 for 

advertising and marketing and $497 for 

miscellaneous excursion expenses. Total expenses are 

$48,528. Our net loss is $6,159.  

GGHS recently replaced the bus body side 

windows glass with safety auto glass. It replaced the 

generator on the “Goose” motor with a more 

powerful alternator. It will soon extend insurance 

coverage for excursions to the end of the year. We 

also have incurred substantial expenses for moving 

freight cars from storage to museum tracks. We 

have started extensive re-enforcement of RGS Goose 

No. 5’s cab underframe in preparation for the 

installation of the drive shaft reverser box.  

Please continue to support our organization. 

 

Stock Car Switching in Dolores 
 

    Recently, GGHS performed switching 

moves on stock cars DRGW 5784D and 

DRGW 5543 in Dolores. Cars were moved 

from the Lone Wolf Welding work yard 

across from the Dolores State Bank to 

display tracks at our museum. These cars 

were cosmetically restored for display 

purposes. They each received new roofs, 

roof walks, doors, and fifteen gallons of 

hand brushed paint.  DRGW 5543 is painted 

black and will be lettered with the white 

1940’s era “Flying Rio Grande” logo. DRGW 

5784D is painted a shade of Tuscan Red that 

is now called “Chili Powder” at the paint 

store. It will have white lettering similar to 

when it was built in 1903. This car missed 

some of the DRGW Alamosa shops 

upgrades and still has wooden supports 

under the roof walk rather than steel. The 

“D” in its number indicates that it can easily 

convert from a double deck sheep car to a 

single deck cattle car. This car will be 

displayed half single deck and half double 

deck. Both cars will receive a second coat of 

paint when they are lettered. 

 

 Beginning 

September 2022, 

GGHS Life 

Membership 

increases to $750. 

Please become a Life 

Member today and 

save $250.  



 

Please explain the RGS Goose No. 5’s dashboard… 
This is a common request made by excursion passengers and GGHS museum visitors in Dolores. 

RGS Motors 3, 4, and 7 were built using 1926 Pierce Arrow Series 33 limousines. RGS Goose No. 5 was 

built from a slightly different 1926 Pierce Arrow Series 36 limousine. The Series 36 limousines were 

considered classier with distinctive side body trim and side wing windows. In 1946, RGS replaced the 

limousine bodies on Motors 3, 4, and 5 with shortened Wayne bus bodies. The original motors, 

radiators, underframe/chassis, dashboards and cast aluminum firewalls were kept during the first 

upgrade. A second upgrade installed GMC truck engines but kept the other original Pierce Arrow parts.  

The dashboard dials left to right 

across the top indicate air brake 

reservoir pressure, oil lubrication 

pressure, battery charging, engine 

temperature and engine rpm. The 

toggle switch on the left edge is the 

ignition switch. Next to it is the 

manual choke. It was added when 

RGS Goose No. 5 was re-motored 

with a 1947 GMC truck engine during 

the second upgrade. 

     It is interesting to look at vintage 

car collector websites and see the 

dashboard similarities and 

explanations for things that are now 

missing.  The hole partially hidden by 

the choke housed a primer for the 

original Pierce Arrow carburetor. (It had no choke.) The Pierce Arrow motor had two plugs for each 

cylinder. The knob with the arrow (no longer used) allowed the motorman to switch from one set of 

plugs to the other set of plugs or to run with both sets. The Pierce Arrow had no gasoline pump. The 

threaded hole on the right housed a manual pump to pressurize the fuel line to get the fuel to the 

syphon from the gasoline tank. The knob next to it perhaps controlled the cabin heater.  

Note that there is no speedometer. An experienced motorman can estimate his speed by looking 

at the engine rpm and knowing the transmission gear. In top gear (5th) at maximum rpm (2200), the 

speed is 25 mph. Another way is to clock mile posts or count/listen to rail joints. Speed limits are set by 

DSNG and C&TS for all sections of track. The maximum track speed at both railroads is 20 mph. 

RGS Goose No. 5 has two 25 gallon gasoline tanks, one left, another right, but no gasoline gauges. 

Motormen must be mindful of their fuel consumption. Standard practice is to always start a daily run 

with two full gasoline tanks and empty one tank before switching to the other.  

In the forefront in the center, hanging over the gear shift lever, is a blue bag. Wooden wheel 

chocks are kept in this bag under the motorman’s seat. When the “Goose” is stopped, the wheels are 

chocked and the bag is empty. It is hung over the gear shift lever, signaling both visually and by feel to 

the motorman, that the chocks are down. Similar to an aviation “red sock” on plane controls, this blue 

bag also mimics the standard railroad “blue flag” rule.  This rule prohibits any movement of any kind 

with a train that has a blue flag. Many times, a railroad pilot will tell the “Goose” motorman that you 

are “Good to Go”, not knowing the “Goose” is still chocked.   

There is no steering wheel on RGS Goose No. 5. 

Choke 



 
Galloping Goose Historical Society 

 Membership Renewal and Souvenir Order Form 
 

We invite you and your friends to join 

the Galloping Goose Historical Society. 

Use this form for new memberships, 

renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

Make your check payable to GGHS or 

include credit card information. 
 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores CO 81323 

Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 

2023 Membership Dues 
Membership dues are from 9/1/2022 to 8/31/2023 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: ________ 

Zip Code: ____________ Phone: __________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP: 

    Annual Member      $25                  $__________ 

      Annual Business   $100                  $__________ 

      Life Member      $500/$750            $__________ 

      Patron                $1,000                  $__________ 

      Benefactor         $5,000                  $__________ 

Donations: 

      General Expenses                           $__________ 

      Museum/Freight Car                      $__________ 

      RGS Goose No. 5/Excursions         $ __________ 

GGHS Endowment                         $ __________                  

Other (Please specify)                    $ __________ 

Donation Total:                                  $ __________ 

Souvenir Total:                                   $ __________ 

TOTAL REMITTED                              $ __________ 

 

 

Order Date: _________ 

I have enclosed a total payment of $ _____________ 

for membership fees or souvenir purchases. 

 

Check # _________ or credit card. 

Credit Card Type ( ________________________ ) 

#__________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: _____________ 

Code: ____ 

Signature: ___________________________ 

 
Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Checkout our 

webstore at www.GallopingGoose5.org. All prices include shipping and handling. 

 

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZE/DESIGN TOTAL PRICE 

2023 Narrow Gauge Calendar $25    

Apron $40    

Baseball Cap $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt (Black, Gray, Blue or 

Coffee Bean with Running Goose 

logo) 

$40  S      M      L      XL      2XL  

Set of four beverage/goblet glasses $40  Beverage, Goblet, or Combo  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Demin Shirt $45  S      M      L      XL      2XL  

Tee Shirt (Line Drawing Goose, 

Hangman’s Trestle Goose, Running 

Goose, Embroidered RGS) 

$25  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket (Black or 

Gray 

$70  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  

SOUVENIR TOTAL     

 

mailto:gghs5@centurytel.net
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/

