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GallopingGoose5.org 

RGS Goose No. 5 Ex-
cursions on D&SNG: 
May 18th and 19th to 
Cascade Canyon. 
 
Upcoming Board Meet-
ing Dates: May 16, 
June 20 and July 18. 
Meetings are at the mu-
seum in Dolores starting 
at 6:00 pm. They are 
open to GGHS members 
and the interested pub-
lic. 
 
Dolores Escalante Days: 
August  9-11 
 
GGHS Annual Meeting: 
September 14th 2019. 
 
D&SNG Fall  Photogra-
pher’s Special: Possibil-
ity that Goose 5 will stop 
to participate in mid-
September during 
transport to C&TS.  
 
C&TS Fall Colors with 
Goose No. 5: Last week 
of September. 
 
Ridgway Railroad Mu-
seum “Gathering of the 
Flock”: October 12th -
13th. 
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop (Mid-May to 
Mid-October): 10 am- 5 
pm (Monday-Saturday 
or by appointment). 
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The Galloping Goose Historical Society and 
the Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Rail-
road have re-scheduled the two RGS Goose No. 
5 excursion trips to Cascade Canyon that were 
cancelled in February. Due to inclement weather, 
the railroad was closed for ten days because of 
heavy snow and avalanche danger.  The railroad 
is now back in operation and the May 18th and 
May 19th excursions will replace those cancelled 
trips.   
 
These trips 
will follow a 
“passenger 
train” format, 
following a 
schedule 
with only 
limited stops.  
This kind of 
excursion is more “user friendly” for the casual 
railfan.  It is only a five hour time commitment 
but still includes  narrow gauge mountain rail-
roading experiences on the High Line and the 
Animas River Canyon.  An “over the motorman’s 
shoulder look“ is a unique experience available 
to all RGS Goose No. 5 passengers. Tickets are 
priced at $119, the premium fare for a D&SNG 
trip to Cascade Canyon.These excursions have 
been scheduled on fairly short notice.  We ask 
our local members, many of whom have not rid-
den with us in a while, to purchase a ticket and 
join us.  With a 10:00 am departure, it could be a 
one day family field trip to Durango with a nice 
dinner afterwards.  
 
RGS Goose No. 5 has been in Durango since  
mid-February, on display inside at the D&SNG 
museum.  Goose No. 5  is a Dolores town fixture 
and will soon  be back  for the GGHS museum 
tourist season.    

May 18th and May 19th  
Excursions to Cascade Canyon  

on D&SNG 

 Board of Directors 
2018 to 2019 

Joe Becker, President 
Bill Wolf, Vice President 
Ole Bye, Secretary 
Rodney Guggenheim, 
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Directors: 
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Lew Matis 
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Candelaria Foundation 
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Empire Electric 
Firefly Trust 
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Lodgers Tax 
Onward Foundation 
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This year, RGS Goose No. 5 completed only two days of 

excursion operations on the D&SNG before inclement 

weather closed the railroad for ten days. This cancelled the 

second weekend of Cascade Canyon excursions.  Here’s a 

summary of that weekend of operations. 
      2/14 Shakedown (Thursday) 

Before the first day of excursions, GGHS runs a shakedown trip on host railroads to test  the road worthiness of 

RGS Goose No.5. This year’s shakedown trip to Rockwood was scheduled to follow the passenger train 461 as it 

cleared a path in the snow. Just past the Durango town library, going out of town, RGS Goose No. 5 stopped dead 

in its tracks. At first, it was thought that Goose No. 5 had suffered a vapor lock similar to last year’s run on C&TS.  

After tearing apart an iced over carburetor, it was determined that it was working, it was soon found that  a loose 

electrical connection at the ignition coil was causing the problem. That was easily fixed by crimping the connector. 

This delay put Goose No.5 far behind passenger train 461, with the weather deteriorating rapidly. Near Honeyville, 

Goose No.5 bogged down on Hermosa Hill and had to back down to Hermosa. After waiting for the passenger 

train, returning as number 462, Goose No. 5 backed 5.5 miles to the wye at Event Park at 4 mph and then returned 

to Durango.  It was an illustration that Goose No. 5 needs a faster reverse speed. 

2/15 Excursion (Friday) 

D&SNG ran Flanger Extra 476 ahead of the Goose to clear snow. Goose No. 5 had trouble getting out of town be-

cause of poor traction at the icy grade crossings. It was also delayed twice by flares dropped by Extra 476 which had 

stopped to clear fallen trees. Finally, things warmed up and Goose No. 5  "took off!” With its flangers and plow, it 

was throwing snow just like a CDOT plow truck. At Hermosa, Goose No. 5 

waited as Extra 476 watered from Hermosa Creek..  After Hermosa, Goose No. 

5 followed a "Speed Swing" up Hermosa  Hill. It completed  photo runbys on its 

way to Rockwood. Meanwhile, Flanger Extra 476 departed Rockwood and ran 

into a slide near Cascade Canyon that it could not clear. It was up to its head-

light in trouble. D&SNG closed their mainline past the High Bridge to rail  

traffic. A static shot was staged at the rock cut entering the High Line while 

waiting  for passenger train 461 to wye at Rockwood. As passenger train 462, it  

departed for Durango, Goose No. 5 wyed and then backed onto the High Line 

for photo runbys.  Returning to Durango, the roundhouse turntable was balky 

because of snow conditions and Goose No. 5’s light weight  when compared to 

a steam locomotive.  
2/18 Excursion (Monday) 

When going through the morning flight list, it was discovered that the sanders on the Goose were frozen.  The slide 

valves were  disassembled and tubes were cleared. Goose No. 5 was also 

frozen to the rails. Wheels had to be rung with a sledge hammer. The turnta-

ble was again balky. Goose No. 5 once again followed Flanger Extra 476 but 

departed ahead of SP18. Goose No. 5 made a straight run to Rockwood. The 

line past the High Bridge was closed due to avalanche dangers. Goose No. 5 

wyed and then backed down to the High Bridge for photo runbys. More pho-

to runbys were taken at the horse shoe on the High Line with SP18 and 

Flanger Extra 476. In deteriorating conditions, Flanger Extra 476 led the way 

back from Rockwood with SP18 and RGS Goose No. 5 following. At the US 

550 grade crossing in Hermosa, Goose No. 5 stalled on icy rails. Those rails 

were shoveled and hand sanded to 

“get her goin”. With heavy snow in 

the yard, Goose had trouble getting to the roundhouse lead only to deal 

once again with the balky turntable. It was a long day. 

After the 2/18 Excursion  

D&SNG was closed for ten days to all traffic due to heavy snows and ava-

lanche dangers.  RGS Goose No. 5 was nestled among tenders outside the 

roundhouse.  In late March, it traded places with the “General Palmer” busi-

ness car in the museum and is now on display. This is the longest time since it 

was purchased in 1953 that Goose No. 5 has sat protected from the weath-

er. The cancelled excursions to Cascade Canyon have been rescheduled for 

May 18th and May 19th. Please come join us!   

2019 D&SNG Winter 

Photographer's Special 
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Santa in Dolores 

GGHS Financial Report  
In 2018, GGHS received $7,360 in membership 
dues, $34,557 in grants and donations, $9,970 
from excursions, $13,585 in merchandise sales 
and $275 in miscellaneous income. Total receipts 
were $65,747. GGHS spent $16,767 for adminis-
trative/office, $10,841 for insurance, $5,052 for 
maintenance and utilities, $7,968 for merchan-
dise, $5,677 for advertising and marketing and 
$1,337 in miscellaneous excursion expenses. To-
tal expenses were $47,642. For 2018, GGHS had a 
net income of $18,105, of which $8,750 were 
contributions ear-marked for the Endowment 
Fund that were received in 2018 but not ex-
pensed until 2019. 

GGHS 2019 Budget 
For 2019, GGHS has a budget of $74,330. GGHS 
expects to receive $7,500 in membership dues, 
$36,000 in grants and donations, $14,000 from 
excursions, $16,500 in merchandise sales and 
$330 in miscellaneous income.   GGHS expects to 
spend $31,430 for administrative/office, $12,200 
for insurance, $13,300 for maintenance and utili-
ties, $9,000 for merchandise, $5,550 for advertis-
ing and marketing and $2,850 in miscellaneous 
excursion expenses. 

The 2018 “Santa in Dolores” event 
was a great success!   
 
   On Friday December 7, the Town of Dolores 
removed a mammoth snow pile from 
our ROW.  Bill and Marilyn Wolf arrived early 
Saturday and prepped our trackage, salting, 
shoveling and digging the flangeways. Donna 

and  Rodney Guggen-
heim did some final 
decorating.   
 
Santa arrived by a 
Dolores Volunteer Fire 
Department fire truck. 
Our Santa was 
great. Sam Jarvis in-
teracted with families, 
not just the kids, with 
a great sense of hu-
mor and warmth. He 
gave out over 100 
stockings. These 

stockings contained an "Al Harper" children's 
book donated by D&SNG, an Operation Life-
Saver coloring book, crayons and other 
bling.  The local “Red Hat” society and the 
Dolores Rotary Club donated the Christmas 
stockings. Walmart provided greatly reduced 
pricing. Stockings not distributed were donated 
to the Pinon Project, a Montezuma County non-
profit benefiting "at need" families.  
 
Thanks to our volunteers: Kent Aikin, Ole Bye, 
Rhoda Franks, Lew Matis, RJ McCoy, Chris Pran-
skatis, Bill and Marilyn Wolf, John and Jenna 
Hernandez and Barret Hayes.  All provided 
sets of eyes and kept things safe.  Thanks to Val 
Truelsen for the bonfire, the Ponderosa Restau-
rant for yummy hot chocolate and the Dolores 
Chamber for cookies.  The Dolores Public Li-
brary once again provided stories and led 
Christmas songs in the back of the “Goose.” 
Rhoda Franks with Rodney and Donna Guggen-
heim “directed traffic" inside the museum and 
kept order.  
 
Special recognition again goes to Donna and 
Rodney for making this event happen.  They 
organized this year's Santa, museum decora-
tions and stockings.   

GGHS Endowment Fund 

This January, the Galloping Goose Historical  
Society established an Endowment Fund 
through Onward! a Legacy Foundation.  
“Onward!” is a Cortez Colorado based communi-
ty foundation that provides scholarships and 
grants in the Four Corners area. They also col-
laborate with other non-profits in the area by 
investing and managing their long term invest-
ments and endowment funds.  
 
Our $16,000 initial deposit more than met the 
minimum balance needed to set up this account.  
GGHS now looks to build this legacy.  Members 
are asked to continue to make contributions.  As 
before, a special donor’s pin will be used as a 
“Thank You” gift for a $30 donation, the $50 dol-
lar donation includes two more pins, and a $100 
donation includes pins and the Rocky Mountain 
PBS DVD on the “Galloping Goose.”  A limited 
number of special bonus gifts are also available 
for $1,000 and $5,000 endowment donors  
(Please enquire). Members can also include the 
GGHS Endowment Fund in their estate planning.   
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GGHS now has a 

YouTube channel.  It includes video taken 

during the last couple of years of excursions on 

the D&SNG and the C&TS.  Just google 

“Galloping Goose Historical Society YouTube” 

and follow the links.  Watch “over the mo-

torman’s shoulder” views of RGS Goose No.5 

going through C&TS tunnels and winter moun-

tain railroading on the D&SNG. Eavesdrop on 

crew conversation. Included are various photo 

runbys and night shoots at the D&SNG round-

house.  Videos were taken by non-operational 

GGHS crew and are representative of a GGHS 

excursion experience. 
 

GGHS has also increased its monitoring of its 

Facebook page and continues to add new mate-

rial to its website. Visit our social media out-

lets. 

 

Museum Gift Shop  

This past winter, a grant from the Anschutz Family Foundation enabled our socie-

ty to purchase seven lateral file storage cabinets.  Heating vents and electrical outlets were re-positioned to 

install these cabinets under the windows on the east wall of the gift shop.  All of our inventory can now be 

stored in the gift shop in one place.  New gift shop sale items include 4 x 6 and 11 x 14 prints of photos tak-

en during our excursions, including many “behind the scene” shots.  Also available are authentic “Galloping 

Goose” flags embrioried with our copyrighted “Running Goose” logo.  This item is a very limited and nor-

mally is available only on excursions.  We also have a new tee-shirt design, children’s train-related board 

books, complete sets of 1950’s Vernon Kilns commemorative narrow gauge railroad plates and a complete 

set of “The RGS Story” volumes for sale.  GGHS is seeking volunteers for our summer museum schedule.  

Our society has begun discussions with the Dolores Chamber of Commerce to move their visitor center 

back to our location.  This will increase our visitation and help with our staffing needs.   

 

RGS Goose No. 5  
Our society has an immediate need for funding the purchase and installation of a “Reverser” box on 

Goose No. 5. Both the C&TS and D&SNG railroads have requested that RGS Goose No. 5 be equipped 

with this box. When engaged, this box would reverse the forward gearing, providing up to five gears in re-

verse, This is similar to the current setup on RGS Goose No. 7.  During this past winter‘s excursions on 

D&SNG, deteriorating weather conditions forced Goose No. 5 to back up five and one half miles, going in 

reverse at less than 4 mph. Increased reverse speeds would also speed up photo runbys, making more possi-

ble during our excursions. We have submitted grant applications asking for money to fund this improvement. 

One of our donors, a family foundation, has promised to match the first $1,000 in donations that we receive 

from other members.  We are asking our members to make a contribution to our Goose No. 5 Fund to 

help meet this match.  Just use our membership form on the back page.   

GGHS will complete its winter excursion schedule on 

the Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad with 

passenger trips to Cascade Canyon this May18th and 

19th.   RGS Goose No. 5 

will also participate in 

D&SNG Narrow Gauge 

Day on May 3rd with trips 

to Event Park. We also plan 

to schedule “Goose” excur-

sions on the D&SNG in mid

-September, possibly with 

end-of-the summer excur-

sions to Silverton.  Our “Fall Colors” spectacular on the 

Cumbres and Toltec will be in late September.  RGS 
Goose No. 5 will also visit the Ridgway Railroad Museum 

in mid-October for the Gathering of the Flock. “Like 

us” on Facebook, so that you are the first to learn when 

tickets are available.  Popular excursions sell out quickly.  

You can see the detailed schedules on our website or on 

Facebook when they become available.  

Society News 

Social Media 

2019 Excursion Opportunities 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships and  
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

We invite you and your friends 
to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
Please enclose this form 

with your check made payable to the GGHS or  
include credit card information . 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 
Website: www.GallopingGoose5.org 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2020 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 9/1/19 to 9/31/20 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Individual $45 $   

Annual Business   $100 $   

Life Member  $500 $   

Patron   $1,000 $   

Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum Display   $   

        Goose No. 5 Match Fund     $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

 

   SUBTOTAL $    

  SOUVENIRS $    

 TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card  (circle one) 
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

SPECIAL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

RMPBS “Galloping Goose” DVD $25    

Hat  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Circle:  Black or Gray, RGS 
logo or Running Goose Logo) 

$35  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $40  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Circle: Hangman’s Trestle 
Goose, Running Goose, 3 Geese) 

$20  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Challenger All Weather Jacket  $165  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  

TOTAL SOUVENIR AMOUNT DUE     



 
 
 
The Galloping Goose Historical Society 
of Dolores, Inc. 
421 Railroad Avenue 
P.O. Box 297 
Dolores, CO 81323 
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2019 D&SNG Winter Photographer’s Special 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


