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The Galloping 
Goose Historical 

Society of  
Dolores, Inc. 

 
P.O. Box 297  
421 Railroad Avenue 
Dolores, CO  81323  
 
Phone: 970-882-7082  
 
Email address: 
gghs5@centurytel.net  
 
Website: 
GallopingGoose5.org 
 
Board Meeting Dates:  
June 18, July16, and Au-
gust 20 either at the mu-
seum in Dolores or 
somewhere nearby 
where outside social dis-
tancing can be practiced. 
Meetings start at 6:00 
pm and are open to 
GGHS members and 
public.  
 
RGS Goose No. 5 Oper-
ations: All operations 
are canceled for 2020.  
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop (Mid-May to 
Mid-October): By ap-
pointment only. Please 
email GGHS to schedule 
a visit. 
 
19% COVID Discount!! 
 Visit the online GGHS 
Gift store and help sup-
port the Society. 
GallopingGoose5.org 
/gift-shop 
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The Galloping Goose Historical Society Board of Di-
rectors, at its May meeting, canceled all 2020 opera-
tions of RGS Goose No. 5 due to COVID-19.  These 
operations include scheduled excursions on the Du-
rango and Silverton Narrow Gauge and the Cum-
bres and Toltec Scenic railroads.  Goose No. 5 will 
not operate at the museum in Dolores this year. The 
board has requested that our excursion insurance 
for 2020 be canceled and that a partial refund of 
our insurance premium be made.   

 GGHS Cancels  
2020 RGS Goose No. 5 

 Operations  

Board of Directors 
2019 to 2020 

Joe Becker (President) 
Bill Wolf (Vice Presi-
dent) 
Ole Bye (Secretary) 
Rodney Guggenheim 
(Treasurer) 
John Hernandez 
Chris Pranskatis 
Jeff Taylor 
 
Office Manager 
Denise Bowyer 
 
Goose #5 Crew  
Kent Aikin 
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
Ben Deason 
RJ McKay 
Chris Pranskatis 
John Randall  
Ken Vance 

On a overcast and rainy afternoon this past De-
cember, Santa Claus came and visited the Gal-
loping Goose Historical Society Museum.  He 
visited with over 150 children and their families. 
The Dolores Chamber of Commerce provided 
snacks and the Dolores Public Library read sto-
ries and led holiday songs inside the “Goose”.  

Please renew your 2020-2021 GGHS  

membership early and help our cash flow  

survive COVID-19! 

Santa Claus Visits Dolores  

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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GGHS and COVID-19   
  
At the beginning of this year, GGHS’s future held much promise. Both area narrow gauge railroads 
offered unique opportunities for RGS Goose No. 5 excursions this year.  Although our excursion in-
surance  cost increased substantially, GGHS felt this could be covered with increasing ticket sales 
rather than a boost in ticket prices.  With a new regional effort to improve tourism, visitation to our 
museum and gift shop sales also looked promising. 
 
Then the COVID-19 pandemic had its way.  DSNG stopped passenger operations and both railroads 
delayed the start of their summer seasons. All Telluride summer festivals and group tours at Mesa 
Verde National Park were canceled.  The 2020 tourism season looks dismal.  Social distancing and 
masks have become the new norm.  Operating the ”Goose” with social distancing will probably 
never be feasible financially. To meet the current state social distancing standard, ticket sales would 
be limited to 8 passengers per excursion with masks and frequent wipe downs.  A more “casual” so-
cial distancing standard would limit ticket sales to maybe 15 passengers per excursion. It is doubtful 
that passengers would be willing to drive to Southwest Colorado in 2020 (flying seems unlikely), pay 
an inflated ticket price for a “Goose” excursion only to have a less than ideal experience. (Let’s hope 
for next year! ) 
 
Our board has decided to hunker down and regroup to try to survive 2020. All RGS Goose No. 5 op-
erations have been canceled. Our museum will be closed to visitors except by appointment. Our 
part-time office manager was furloughed with a promise to rehire with reduced hours later this year. 
Gift shop sales are expected to plummet.  Other cuts may be needed along the way.  GGHS expects 
to have enough cash reserves to survive 2020 without tapping our endowment fund.  Our 2020 ac-
tivities will not cease.  We have projects that can be pursued with previously dedicated funds in a 
safe manner for volunteers. New interpretive materials and exhibits are needed for the museum. 
Freight cars need paint and restoration.  Our inspection pit in front of the museum needs to be fin-
ished. RGS Goose No. 5 maintenance and enhancements have been planned.  There is much to do, 
its just not as much fun as running/riding Goose excursions on world-class historic narrow gauge 
railroads. 
 
2020 will continue to be a challenge for this organization but we started the year without debt, we 
have control of our expenses and we have sufficient cash reserves to see us through the year.  
 
2021 will be a great challenge since our cash reserves will be depleted. We will become dependent 
on fundraising and our endowment fund to try to see us through. GGHS is part of the tourism in-
dustry.  As this industry adapts and changes in unforeseeable ways due to COVID-19, so must 
GGHS. Drastic changes will be needed if the current situation becomes the “new normal” for 2021. 
Long term, the current situation is not sustainable. 
 
Many of our members have suffered financial losses, been furloughed from their jobs, suffered a 
health setback or face uncertain futures.  Now is not the time for our organization to fundraise from 
our members.  The Galloping Goose Historical Society has rightly become a minor footnote in their 
lives. However, if you are in a position to help our organization, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Please support each other. 
 

Thanks 
 

Joe Becker 
President 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
 



Dolores Museum Gets Painted 
In mid-November, the Galloping Goose Historical 
Society Museum was repainted. Prior to painting, 
volunteers did extensive carpentry repair to out-
side trim and wainscoting.  Our painter scraped 
and re-caulked before the primer and final coats of 
paint. A substantial grant from the Colorado Grand 
enabled GGHS to take advantage of unexpected 
good weather in November to ”get her 
done.”  (The Colorado Grand is a juried sports car 
tour that visited GGHS last September.) We have 
received many favorable comments about our new 
look and people have complained that the rest of 
town now looks sun-bleached in comparison.  In-
terim repairs to the station platforms were made 
though more platform work will be needed. 

GGHS 2020 DSNG Excursion 
 
Early this March, RGS Goose No. 5 was transported 
to Durango for Spring excursions on DSNG.  After 
minor air cleaner adjustments,  Goose 5 ran well 
during its shakedown to Rockwood.  Its first excur-
sion trip to Cascade Canyon the following weekend 
was canceled due to low ticket sales. The following 
Tuesday, DSNG suspended all passenger opera-
tions due to COVID-19. Eventually all RGS Goose 
No. 5 excursions were canceled as the pandemic 
took hold.  In mid-May, Goose No.5 was transport-
ed back to Dolores.  Passenger operations on 
DSNG are still 
suspended but  
freight opera-
tions continue. 
Logs are being 
hauled from   
the DSNG right- 
of-way to Rock-
wood by rail for 
trucking to a 
Dolores sawmill. 
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GGHS Endowment Fund 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society has es-
tablished an Endowment Fund through On-
ward! a Legacy Foundation.  “Onward!” is a 
Cortez, Colorado based community foundation 
that provides scholarships, grants and non-
profit endowment management services in the 
Four Corners area.  As of 3/31, our balance was 
$19,861. This is a decrease from the 12/31 bal-
ance of $25,093.  Although our 3/31 balance 
has partially rebounded, it is still lower than 
our year-end 2019 balance. GGHS will try not 
to tap this “rainy day“ fund to survive COVID-
19 unless absolutely necessary.  Members are 
asked to continue to fund this endowment. It 
could become crucial to our survival in 2021. 
Please consider the GGHS Endowment Fund in 
your estate planning.   

2020 GGHS Preliminary  
 COVID-19Budget 

 

In mid-May, the GGHS board revised its 2020 
budget to take into account the expected 
new reality due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For 2020,GGHS expects to receive $6,000 in 
membership dues, $19,128 in grants and do-
nations, $6,372  received for 2019 excursions, 
$1,800 in merchandise sales and $330 in mis-
cellaneous income.  Total income is expected 
to be $33,630. GGHS expects to spend 
$18,746 for administrative/office, $10,317 for 
insurance, $8,500 for maintenance and utili-
ties, $2,000 for merchandise, $7,550 for ad-
vertising and marketing and $1,680 in miscel-
laneous excursion expenses. Total expenses 
are expected to be $48,793, showing a 2020 
net loss of $15,163.  This budget reflects the 
cancellation of 2020 excursions, the closure of 
our museum with the loss of gift shop reve-
nue and the furlough of our office manager. 
With the pandemic’s uncertain future, this 
budget also contains uncertainty. 

DSNG Operating Rule 109 
 

 In case of doubt or uncertainty, the 
safe course must be taken. 
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COVID-19 Sale  

at our the GGHS Gift Shop 

To help recover money spent for 2020 gift shop in-
ventory, GGHS is offering a 19% discount on all gift 
store purchases. This includes purchases made by  
mail order and online. Here is a sample of items that 
are available with discounts and shipping costs in-
cluded. 

Save money on shipping costs by visiting our 
Dolores Museum.  

(Please email ahead to arrange a visit.) 
gghs5@centurytel.net 

 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society can now benefit from 
your weekly grocery purchases.  GGHS has recently registered 
with the City Market Community Rewards Program as a partici-
pating organization.  City Market donates money annually to 
participating community organizations based on their shopper’s 
transaction history and  preferences. Just connect to  
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards , 
 create a digital account, and link your City Market Shopper’s 
Card to that account. Select the Galloping Goose Historical Soci-
ety (NV923) for GGHS to benefit from your purchases.  At the 
end of the year, GGHS will receive a portion of the City Market 

Community Rewards annual donation based on your shopping history.  All Kroger Family of Stores 
participate in this program including King Soopers and Smith’s.  

The Rio Grande 
Southern Railroad 
provided transport to 
facilitate economic 
development in 
Southwest Colorado 

during the first half of the twentieth centu-
ry.  Its history extends beyond its last twenty 
years with the motors/geese.  GGHS has 
completed a collection of D&RGW narrow 
gauge freight cars to illustrate this history. 
These cars are typical of those that operat-
ed on the Rio Grande Southern Railroad.  
      
Just recently, high side gondola D&RGW 
1646 was moved from Como CO to Dolores 
for restoration and display.  Later this year, 
stock cars D&RGW 5784 and D&RGW 5543 
will be moved from Antonito.  These cars 
will join box car D&RGW 3688 and drop 
gondola D&RGW 842. (All freight cars were 
obtain via trade with other organizations 
using GGHS non-cash assets that were no 
longer considered critical to its mission.) 
 
We challenge our members to search their 
railroad reference books for photos of these 
freight cars on the D&RGW and the RGS. 
This is a great excuse to dust off those 
books, high on your book shelf. The GGHS 
museum needs 
help drafting a 
narrative to be 
displayed with 
these cars to tell 
their stories. 

Freight Car Collection 

Denim Shirt (light blue $37 

Apron                                                 $38 

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing 
Goose, Hangman’s Trestle 
Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS)   

$23 

Windbreaker Jacket 
(lined) 

$57 
      

Polo Shirt  (Black, Gray, 
Blue, or Coffee Bean with 
Running Goose Logo) 

    $38 

Baseball Cap                                       $24 

https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards


Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships,   
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

 
We invite you and your friends to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
 

Please enclose this form with your check made payable 
to the GGHS or include credit card information . 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 8/31/2020 to 8/31/2021 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Member    $45 $   

Annual Business   $100 $   

Life Member  $500 $   

Patron   $1,000 $   

Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum     $   

        Goose No. 5/Excursion     $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

   SUBTOTAL $    

  

   SOUVENIRS $    

  TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card   
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

19% COVID 

Discount 

 Applied  

 

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $38    

Baseball Cap  $24  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Black, Gray, Blue, or Cof-
fee Bean with Running Goose Logo) 

$38  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $33  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $37  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose, Hang-
man’s Trestle Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS) 

$23  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $53  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket  $57  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $35  Black or Gray  



                                                    

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


