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  Track ’n Feathers 

This summer, GGHS plans to fully open our mu-
seum and gift shop to visitors. We will be open 
mid-May through late September, Monday 
through Saturday from 10:00 am to 5 pm. We are 
staffed by volunteers, so out of towners should call 
ahead to make sure we are open. Special arrange-
ments can be made by email to schedule a specific 
date and time. Our gift shop is fully stocked. 

Early this summer, efforts will be made to com-
plete the maintenance/loading pit and upgrade 
the “Goose” underframe for installation of the 
drive train “reverser” box. We hope to complete 
this project before any late summer “Goose” ex-

cursions. Restora-
tion work on 
GGHS freight cars 
will continue. Dur-
ing the winter, 
four new stock car 
doors were built 
and painted. The 
two box car doors 
have been refur-
bished. New inside 
frames were built and the old wooden 

boards have been re-installed so as to continue to match the box car sides. 
Hardware still needs to be reinstalled and doors rehung. 

In January, the Town of Dolores changed our land lease to explicitly allow 
the construction of two display tracks 
adjacent to the rear of our museum. 
We plan to start construction of these 
tracks this summer. GGHS already has 
rail, ties and spikes in storage and 
promises have been made for donat-
ed gravel and heavy equipment time. 
All work is expected to be done with 
volunteer labor. GGHS has already 
constructed 100 feet of track and is 
using it for freight car storage at Lone Wolf Welding. 

C&TS has decided not to schedule RGS Goose No. 5 excursions this year. 
There is a possibility that excursions on DSNG will happen in late August or 
September, depending on COVID social distancing restrictions. A final deci-
sion about excursions will be made in mid-June. 
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2021 Board Meeting 
Dates:  May 20,June 17, 
July 15 and August 19.  
All meetings are at the 
museum in Dolores. 
Monthly board meetings 
start at 6:00 pm and are 
open to GGHS members 
and the public. Please 
request an email invita-
tion to attend via the 
internet. 
 
RGS Goose No. 5 Oper-
ations: No C&TS Goose 
operations in 2021.  Pos-
sible DSNG Goose oper-
ations in late summer or 
early autumn. 
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop Hours: Mid- 
May to Late-September, 
Monday-Saturday (10am
-5pm). Call ahead or 
email GGHS to schedule 
a special visit. 
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 GGHS 2021 Summer Activities 
Board of Directors 

2020 to 2021 
Joe Becker (President) 
Bill Wolf (Vice Presi-
dent) 
Chris Pranskatis 
(Secretary) 
Rodney Guggenheim 
(Treasurer) 
Olaf Bye 
RJ McKay 
Jeff Taylor 
Office Manager 
Denise Bowyer 
 
Goose #5 Crew  
Kent Aikin 
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
Ben Deason 
RJ McKay 
Chris Pranskatis 
John Randall  
Ken Vance 
Bill Wolf  

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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GGHS Membership News 
 Thanks to member generosity in 2020, GGHS en-

tered 2021 in sound financial condition.  This allows 
us to try some innovative membership ideas. 

 Our membership has declined from 406 mem-
bers in November 2016 to 367 members in Novem-
ber 2020.  Less than half of our members pay annual 
membership dues. Other members have shown sub-
stantial support up front by becoming Life members, 
Patrons or Benefactors. Although these folks no 
longer pay an annual fee, many still make annual do-
nations. In an attempt to attract new members, 
GGHS will reduce membership fees to $25 for the 
2021-2022 membership cycle.  When annual mem-
berships are renewed, most folks included a dona-
tion with their membership fees. We hope our re-
newing members continue this practice. 

With the help of favorable pricing from South-
west Printing in Cortez, our newsletters are now 
printed commercially and sent to all members. In-
cluded is a ten cent  4 x 6 “Goose” photograph, ideal 
for hanging on your kitchen refrigerator.  An emailed 
pdf file of the newsletter with an occasional photo 
extra is also sent to members upon request. Past 
newsletters are available through our website for 
folks interested in GGHS history. We also announce 
our excursion plans via postcard. 

Member donations made to GGHS are catego-
rized into funds (General Operating, Excursion/
Goose, Museum/Freight Car and Endowment.) 
Fundsin these accounts are used, specific to their 
category. Members can also donate to GGHS for any 
specific activity (i.e. freight car paint, “Goose” electri-
cal upgrade etc.) Gift shop profits are part of General 
Operating Fund. The GGHS share of excursion ticket 
money is used to purchase the “Goose” operating 
insurance for the following year. In spite of COVID, 
GGHS was able to maintain its fully funded reserve 
for excursion insurance costs for 2021.  

Any ideas for enhancing your membership expe-
rience are always welcome. Please visit the museum 
in Dolores this summer and ring RGS Goose No. 5’s 
bell. 

GGHS Endowment Fund 

In January 2019, the Galloping Goose Histori-
cal Society established an Endowment Fund 
through Onward! a Legacy Foundation.  
“Onward!” is a Cortez, Colorado based com-
munity foundation that provides scholarships, 
grants and non-profit endowment manage-
ment services in the Four Corners area. As of 
04/30/2021, our balance was $35,826. GGHS 
did not to tap into this “rainy day“ fund to 
survive COVID-19. Members are asked to 
continue to fund this endowment. There are 
tax advantages for folks over age 72 who 
contribute directly from their IRA with a QCD. 
Please contact your tax expert. Also, please 
consider the GGHS Endowment Fund in your 
estate planning.   

GGHS 2021 Financial Notes 
   GGHS adopted its 2021 calendar year 
budget at the January 2021 Board of Direc-
tors meeting. GGHS expects to receive $8,000 
in membership dues, $28,850 in grants and 
donations, $11,000 from excursions, $13,200 
in merchandise sales and $1,100 in miscella-
neous income. Total expected receipts are 
$62,150.  GGHS expects to spend $17,500 for 
administrative/office, $17,500 for insurance, 
$10,900 for maintenance and utilities, $7,000 
for merchandise, $5,400 for advertising and 
marketing and $3,850 for miscellaneous ex-
cursion expenses. Total expenses are also ex-
pected to be $62,150. Since adopting the 
budget, our excursion expectations have 
gone sideways and other items are proving to 
be independent of our expectations. As our 
economy recovers from COVID,  our 2021 fi-
nancial results will again prove to be unpre-
dictable. 
     In late December 2020, GGHS received al-
most $4,500 for our participation in Colorado 
Gives Day. Thank you to all who participated 
in this event.  
     In early 2021, GGHS received its 2020 ex-
cursion insurance rebate. GGHS was able to 
recover all money spent on the 2020 excur-
sion insurance that GGHS could not use. 
GGHS also received a $500 education grant 
from Empire Electric Coop, Dolores’s electrici-
ty provider. This grant was matched by Basin 
Electric Power Coop, an Empire wholesale 
electric supplier. 

DSNG Operating Rule 29 
 

The bell must be rung when a locomotive 
is about to move, while approaching and 

passing passenger stations, trains on adja-
cent tracks, public crossings at grade, 

MOW personnel, and where required by 
law.  



 

The GGHS gift shop is fully 
stocked for the 2021 tour-

ist season. The Dolores Chamber of Commerce and the Dolores 
Public Lands Office have already received more than the usual 
number of queries about tourism and recreational activities in the 
Dolores area. Shipping costs are included in the price. To save 
money, visit our Dolores Museum. (Please arrange a special visit 
ahead of time by email or phone.) 

RGS Goose No. 5 Bell 
     In 1952, five residents from the 
Dolores area, representing the Dolores 
Rotary Club, purchased RGS Goose No.5 
from the RGS bankruptcy receiver for 
$250. The last run by Goose No. 5 on 
the RGS was away from the scrapper in 
Ridgway to the end of remaining RGS 
track at Coke Ovens, just below Lizard 
Head Pass. When loading it onto a truck 
for the second part of its journey to 

Dolores, a bulldozer bent its back steps.  It was off-loaded near the original depot but later moved 
to the southwest corner of Flander’s Park. In Dolores, it lost its bell. An urban legend, often repeat-
ed, states that it is still in hiding in a Dolores attic for “safe keeping.” In 1994, Goose No. 5 was 
moved back to the front of the GGHS replica depot.  During restora-
tion in the late 1990’s, a brass replacement bell was found and is 
now currently in use. Louie Vallejos, one of our motorman, made use 
of his knot tying skills to braid the ends of bell rope back onto itself.  
This rope is now badly frayed and in need of replacement. Ed Lat-
ham, another motorman, took on the responsibility of polishing the 
bell before our excursions. It has not been polished since his passing. 
Both Ed and Louie, along with past GGHS president Larry Spencer, 
were instrumental in training and holding our “Goose” crew to high 
standards. Our crew will try to continue in their legacy and will make  
bell maintenance a priority. 
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A  cost-free way to benefit 
GGHS is to register with the 
Kroger/City Market Commu-
nity Rewards Program. Kroger 
donates to participating com-
munity organizations 
(Galloping Goose Historical 
Society (NV923)) based on a 
registered shopper’s transac-
tion history and  preferences. 
To register, just connect to:  
https://www.citymarket.com/i
/community/community-

 GGHS Gift Shop  

Denim Shirt (light blue 
long sleeve) 

$45 
 

Apron       $40 

Windbreaker Jacket 
(lined, gray or black) 

$70 
      

Polo Shirt  (black, gray, 
blue, or coffee bean with 
Running Goose  logo) 

    $40 

Blanket (black or grey)                   $42 

Tee Shirt (Hangman’s 
Trestle, Goose on Trestle, 
Running Goose, 3 Geese) 

$25 

Needed: Three freight car brake wheels for two stock cars and one 
drop bottom gondola. Also needed are five Sharon knuckles and pins for 
our two stock cars and box car. Knuckles can be broken. 

https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards


 

 

 
 

The Town of Dolores is a “Just get ‘er done” vol-
unteer based community. Many community assets 
are the result of grass-root efforts initiated by its 
residents without initial government leadership. RGS 
Goose No. 5 was purchased privately and later do-
nated to the town. Joe Rowell Park resulted from a 
private land donation with its original playground 
being designed by a local architect and built with 
weekend labor. Our library grew from a volunteer 
effort into a tax supported library district with its 
building being built on donated land along the river. 
The mountain bicycle trails leading from town were 
built and are maintained by volunteers. Our commu-
nity center is another non-government endeavor. 
Civic events are organized by the local Chamber of Commerce. The Rotary Club decorates Dolores 
for Christmas. 

 The Galloping Goose Historical Society was organized in 1987 as a volunteer effort to save the 
“Town Goose” from destruction.  Some of folks instrumental in purchasing RGS Goose No. 5 in 1952 
and their families helped support our organization in its early years. GGHS built a replica RGS depot 
and restored the “Goose” to running condition. Its museum is a local tourist attraction. Its full day 
railroad excursions on area narrow gauge railroads attract railroad enthusiasts from throughout the 
world who later visit Dolores. 

GGHS has one, less than half-time employee, an office manager/bookkeeper.  Denise Bowyer has 
kept our organization on its tracks for more than twenty years. She is also a valued volunteer. 

Our organization has approximately 25 active volunteers. These folks staff our museum during 
the summer, run our gift shop, manage on-line sales, and crew our “Goose” during excursions. It’s an 
eclectic collection of people (teachers, USFS employee, BNSF railroad engineer, DSNG brakeman, US 
Navy aircraft carrier captain, two mechanical engineers, medical doctor, statistician, non-profit exec-
utive, heavy equipment/school bus driver, helicopter pilot, university student, etc.) Some are retired 
while others are trying to retire or are in the middle of their careers. It’s a good demographic mix of 
people. Not all of our volunteers are railroad enthusiasts (foamers). 

Our museum volunteers are the local face of our organization. We have twelve four hour shifts 
we try to cover during the summer. Responsibilities include open/close, visitor supervision and gift 
shop sales. Idle time can be filled with knitting, yarn spinning, reading, Wi Fi computing, etc. Some 
museum volunteers see it as a pause from their hectic life. Volunteers enjoy meeting our visitors and 
sometimes act as docents for our museum. Everyone has a story to tell.  

     Our operating crew has nine individuals who are 
truly dedicated to our organization. A very cohe-
sive group, they are not only motormen/rear 
brakemen during our excursions but also prep and 
maintain the “Goose” for excursions. These folks 
pay their own excursion expenses, but in return, 
get to motor RGS Goose No. 5 through the great-
est narrow gauge scenery in America. There is an 
expectation that our crew also actively participate 
in other Dolores museum activities.  
     GGHS welcomes not only new members but al-
so new active volunteers to our organization. Peo-
ple in Southwest Colorado are, by nature, very 
friendly and welcoming. Volunteering is a person-
ally rewarding experience that builds community. 

TRACK ‘N FEATHERS, PAGE  4 
GGHS Volunteers 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships,   
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

 
We invite you and your friends to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
 

Please enclose this form with your check made payable 
to the GGHS or include credit card information . 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 8/31/2021to 8/31/2022 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Member    $25 $   

Annual Business   $100 $   

Life Member  $500 $   

Patron   $1,000 $   

Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum/Freight Car  $   

        Goose No. 5/Excursion     $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

 DONATION SUBTOTAL $    

  

   SOUVENIRS $    

  TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card   
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $40    

Baseball Cap  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Black, Grey, Blue, or Cof-
fee Bean with Running Goose Logo) 

$40  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $40  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose, Hang-
man’s Trestle Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS) 

$25  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket (Black or 
Gray) 

$70  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Grey  


