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The Galloping Goose Historical 

Society would like to thank the 

Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge 

Railroad for their co-sponsorship of 

RGS Goose No. 5 excursions this late 

Winter and Spring.  

The “Goose” travelled to Durango 

Colorado for seven days of excursions. All days had spectacular weather. Late 

February excursions were part of the DSNG Winter Photo Specials and featured 

unique photo opportunities with coal-fired steam locomotive DSNG 481. Its 

“consist” replicated a late 1950’s Silverton bound mixed train. A Greg Scholl video 

is now available of this event at our gift store.  

Spring excursion activities included four trips to Cascade Canyon and three 

short trips to Event Park. The short trips provide a 

less expensive alternative to full day excursions. 

They were part of the DSNG Narrow Gauge Day 

Picnic to celebrate the start of the DSNG summer 

tourist season to Silverton. The Cascade Canyon 

trips prove to be the ideal length/price for the 

casual railfan. Our "Goose" traveled approximately 

340 miles with 128 revenue passengers.  

 Special thanks to our “Goose” crew. They 

donated time and covered personal expenses while 

volunteering their services. The Weeminuche 

Construction Authority, part of the Ute Mountain 

Ute Indian Tribe, donated “Goose” transport 

to/from Durango. Without these efforts, our 

excursions would not happen. 
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Society of Dolores, 

Inc. 
 

P.O. Box 297   

421 Railroad Ave. 

Dolores, CO 81323 
 

  Phone: (970) 882-7082 

Email address:  

gghs5@centurytel.net   
  

Websites:  
GallopingGoose5.org  

YouTube Channel, 

Instagram & Facebook 
 

Monthly Board 

Meeting Dates: June 

16, July 21 and August 

18. All meetings are at 

the museum in Dolores. 

Monthly board meetings 

start at 6:00 pm and are 

open to GGHS members 

and the public. Please 

request an email 

invitation to attend via 

the internet.  
 

Annual Members 

Meeting: September 10 

at 10:00 am at the 

Dolores Public Library.  
  

GGHS Museum and  
Gift Shop Hours: Mid- 

May to Late-September, 

Monday-Saturday 

(10am-5pm). Call ahead 

or email GGHS to 

guarantee a visit or 

schedule an off-season 

visit.  
 

501c3 EIN: 74-2501656 
 

2022 DSNG 
Winter/Spring Excursions 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/


 Beginning September 2022, 

GGHS Life Membership 

increases to $750. Please 

become a Life Member today 

and save $250.  

GGHS Endowment Fund  

In January 2019, the Galloping Goose Historical 

Society established an Endowment Fund through 

Onward! a Legacy Foundation.  “Onward!” is a Cortez, 

Colorado based community foundation that provides 

scholarships, grants and non-profit endowment 

management services in the Four Corners area. As of 

03/31/2022, our balance was $43,376. Members are 

asked to continue to contribute to our “rainy day” 

fund. There are tax advantages for folks over age 70 

1/2 who contribute directly from their IRA with a QCD. 

Please contact your IRA provider. Our 501c3 EIN is 74-

2501656.  Please consider the GGHS Endowment 

Fund in your estate planning.    

Autumn C&TS Excursions  
The Galloping Goose Historical Society and 

the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad will 

sponsor RGS Goose No. 5 excursions the last 

week of September. RGS Goose No. 5 has 

operated more years as a restored historic 

vehicle than when it was in service with the 

RGS. These unique “living history” excursions 

help continue the RGS legacy. Ticket sales 

are the prime source of revenue for our 

excursions. These trips are a great way to 

enjoy the aspen Fall colors and the 

camaraderie of other “Goose” fans. Please 

participate.  
     

Recent Volunteer Activities 
Santa Claus visited last December. 

Successful excursions on DSNG in February, 

April and May. Ongoing preparations for 

September excursions on C&TS. Attended 

railroad conventions in Denver and 

Cheyenne. Clean and prep Museum for 

summer visitors. Restock our gift shop. Prep 

and paint two stock cars and a box car roof 

for the move to museum display tracks. 

Prepare and send the May GGHS 

Newsletter. Again, special thanks to Rodney 

and Donna Guggenheim for their help with 

gift shop and other museum activities, 

Catherine Pranskatis for the excursion 

graphic arts, and our “Goose” crew for their 

efforts during our recent excursions. 

 

 

GGHS Museum Gift Shop 

Shop for items from our Museum 

Gift Shop by mail or online via our 

website. Save money on shipping 

costs by visiting our Dolores 

Museum. (Please call or email 

ahead to arrange a visit.) 



           

All issues of the GGHS newsletters 

are available online at our website. 

This issue contains an extensive 

photo montage of the 2022 

Winter/Spring excursions on the 

DSNG. 
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/newsletters 

 

GGHS Financial Report:  
At the end of its 2021 financial year, GGHS had a 

net income of $16,693. This is the eighth consecutive 

year that GGHS has had a positive cash flow at the 

end of the year. 

At the January 2022 Board of Directors meeting, 

GGHS adopted its budget for the 2022 calendar year. 

GGHS expects to receive $5,000 in membership dues, 

$50,050 in grants and donations, $17,000 from 

excursions, $18,900 in merchandise sales and $1,100 

in miscellaneous income. Total expected receipts are 

$92,050. GGHS expects to spend $30,950 for 

administrative/office, $24,300 for insurance, $17,500 

for maintenance and utilities, $7,000 for merchandise, 

$9,300 for advertising and marketing and $3,000 for 

miscellaneous excursion expenses. Total expenses are 

also expected to be $92,050. Since adopting the 2022 

budget, our excursion plans and other items are 

proving to be different from our expectations. Our 

2022 financial results will again prove to be 

unpredictable. 

In late December 2021, GGHS received $6,800 for 

our participation in Colorado Gives Day. Thank you to 

all who participated in this event. In January 2022, 

GGHS received a $500 education grant from Empire 

Electric Coop, Dolores’s electricity provider. This 

grant was matched by Basin Electric Power Coop, one 

of Empire Electric’s wholesale electric suppliers. 

Recently, GGHS received a $1,000 grant from the 

Ballantine Family Foundation to replace our network 

printer. We also received $10,000 from Montezuma 

County from their Lodger’s Tax Fund to promote 

local tourism, helping to cover some of our museum 

operations, advertising costs, and publication costs. 

DSNG Timetable 12, Item 11.5  

 If a derailment, collision or other significant 

incident occurs, the first duty of the crew is to 

ensure the safety of the passengers. 
 

Santa Returns to Dolores 

After a one-year hiatus, Santa visited the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. Icy 

conditions kept our “Goose” from wandering 

on its tracks. The Dolores Chamber of 

Commerce provided snacks and the Dolores 

Public Library children’s librarian read stories 

and led holiday songs inside the “Goose.” 



 

This is a common question asked by museum 

visitors and excursion passengers. The Rio Grande 

Southern Railroad (RGS) took offense to this moniker that was tagged to their home-built railcars.  

The preferred term was “Motor.” It was operated by motormen but they were paid conductor wages.  

“Goose” became an acceptable railroad term only after the RGS lost the mail hauling contract in 

1949. Their three-trucked articulated “motors” (numbered 3, 4, 5, and 7) were taken from mixed 

freight service and repurposed exclusively for excursion service. 

Alterations were made. The freight boxes were given windows and 

streetcar seats. A streetcar bell was added in the cab with a rope 

running back into the passenger box for communication.  Only then 

did the railroad proudly use the term “Galloping Goose.” It created a 

“running goose” logo for advertisement that was plastered 

everywhere, even on the inside of their pit toilets. 

          If it looks like a Goose? The RGS Motors were 

notorious for overheating with their radiators boiling 

over, even in the winter. A bucket of water from a 

nearby stream was poured into the radiator and the 

hood sides were propped open to help air 

circulation.  These 

sides “flapped” going down the track, making them look like wings. 

Adding river water exasperated cooling problems. Sand in the river 

water slowly collected in the bottom of the radiator, reducing its 

cooling efficiency. When the radiator core on RGS Goose No. 5 was 

replaced during restoration, the old core was found to be half-

filled with sand. RGS Goose No. 5 has never had overheating 

problems since its 1998 restoration. 

     If it walks like a Goose? The “Motors” have no anti-sway devices (shock absorbers) on their 

articulated bodies. The front cab section will sway independent of its rear box section, especially on 

rough trackage. It looks like it is waddling down the track.  

     If it quacks like a Goose? The “Motors” originally had Pierce-Arrow limousine bodies, motors and 

perhaps “ah-ooo-gha“ sounding electric horns. In 1938, air brakes were finally added at the insistence 

of railroad inspectors and air horns were added. Soon all that honking and quacking began.  
 

It just may be a Goose…  

Why is it called a “Galloping Goose?” 

If it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and 

quacks like a duck, then it just may be a 

duck.” 
(Walter Reuther, 1950’s UAW union leader) 

 

In the 1930’s, an inexpensive windup toy was sold by 

Unique Art Manufacturing Company. It was called 

“Gertie the Galloping Goose”. This toy pecked at the 

ground and galloped forward until its spring 

mechanism wound down. Perhaps this helped name 

the RGS “Motors.”  



 
Galloping Goose Historical Society 

 Membership Renewal and Souvenir Order Form 
 

We invite you and your friends to join 

the Galloping Goose Historical Society. 

 
Use this form for new memberships, renewals 

or for ordering souvenirs. Make your check 

payable to GGHS or include credit card 

information. 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores CO 81323 

Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 

2023 Membership Dues 
Membership dues are from 9/1/2022 to 8/31/2023 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: ________ 

Zip Code: ____________ Phone: __________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP: 

    Annual Member      $25                  $__________ 

      Annual Business   $100                  $__________ 

      Life Member      $500/$750            $__________ 

      Patron                $1,000                  $__________ 

      Benefactor         $5,000                  $__________ 

Donations: 

      General Expenses                           $__________ 

      Museum/Freight Car                      $__________ 

      RGS Goose No. 5/Excursions         $ __________ 

GGHS Endowment                         $ __________                  

Other (Please specify)                    $ __________ 

Donation Total:                                  $ __________ 

Souvenir Total:                                   $ __________ 

TOTAL REMITTED                              $ __________ 

 

 

Order Date: _________ 

I have enclosed a total payment of $ _____________ 

for membership fees or souvenir purchases. 

 

Check # _________ or credit card. 

Credit Card Type ( ________________________ ) 

#__________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: _____________ 

Code: ____ 

Signature: ___________________________ 

 

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Checkout our 

webstore at www.GallopingGoose5.org. All prices include shipping and handling. 

 

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZE/DESIGN TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $40    

Baseball Cap $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt (Black, Gray, Blue or 

Coffee Bean with Running Goose 

logo) 

$40  S      M      L      XL      2XL  

Set of four beverage/goblet glasses $40  Beverage, Goblet, or Combo  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Demin Shirt $45  S      M      L      XL      2XL  

Tee Shirt (Line Drawing Goose, 

Hangman’s Trestle Goose, Running 

Goose, Embroidered RGS) 

$25  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket (Black or 

Gray 

$70  S      M      L      XL      2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  

SOUVENIR TOTAL     

 

mailto:gghs5@centurytel.net
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/


Winter 2022 DSNG Photo Specials 

 

 



Spring 2022 DSNG Excursions 

 


