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   GGHS Calendar 
 

GGHS Board Meetings, 
421 Railroad Avenue 
Dolores, CO 
 

Upcoming Board meeting 
dates:  December 14, January 
18,  March 15 at 6 PM.   
Meetings are open to mem-
bers and interested public. 
 

Winter Hours for Museum 
and Gift Shop:  10—2 PM, 
Tuesday and Thursday 

The 2017 Annual Meeting 
of the Galloping Goose 
Historical Society was held 
on Saturday, September 9.  
Twenty-two members at-
tended the business meet-
ing in the Community 
Room of the Dolores Pub-
lic Library.   
 

Joe Becker updated the 
membership on the accom-
plishments and challenges 
of the past year.  Lew Ma-
tis thanked the volunteers 
and recognized three active 
members who passed away 
during 2017:  Christa 
Cushman, Ed Latham, and 
Bill White.  Each made 
significant contributions to 
the growth and develop-
ment of the Society.   

 

Members received up-
dates on donations to the 
Museum; improvements 
being made to the shop 
including the installation 
of inside decking; up-
dates on the trade of 
Coach 256 to the Como 
museum for a restored 
box car; and discussions 
with the Town of 
Dolores about creating a 
display track behind the 
depot for freight equip-
ment.  Members present 
had some questions, but 
were generally support-
ive of all of these activi-
ties.  The 
meeting ad-
journed to 
the depot 
for lunch.   

 Board of Directors 
2017 to 2018 

 

Joe Becker, President 
Bill Wolf, Vice President 
Directors: 
Ole Bye, Secretary 
Rodney Guggenheim, 
Treasurer 
John Hernandez 
Lew Matis 
Jeff Taylor 
 

2017 Gift Shop Volunteers 
Donna Guggenheim 
(Manager) 
Zac Caldwell 
Bonnie Devereaux 
Rhoda Franks 
Rodney Guggenheim 
Barrett Hayes 
John Kelly 
Lew Matis 
Lana Schwellenbach 
Brenda Ives 
 

Goose #5 Excursion Crew  
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
Barret Hayes 
John Randall  
Ken Vance 
Bill Wolf 

 

Start your holiday shop-
ping today!  Visit the 
online GGHS gift store 
www.GallopingGoose5.
org/gift-shop     
 

 

Ride the Goose and Visit 
with Santa! 

Saturday December 9 
4 PM—7 PM 

30th Anniversary Celebrated at 2017 Annual Meeting 

November 2017 

 

Members listen to presentations at the Annual Board meeting and 

then socialize during lunch by the Dolores depot. 

Renew your GGHS membership today! 

During the potluck, members 

celebrated the Society’s 30th 

anniversary with a photo cake. 
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GGHS Financial Report:  The total income for  2017 through mid November 2017 was $54,200 minus a 
cost of goods of $14,200 for a gross profit of $40,000.  Total expenses for this same period were $43,000.  The 
net loss (gain) for the period was $3,000.  Revenue for the 2017 excursion season is still outstanding. 

 

Goose No. 5 Operates for Ten Consecutive Days 

On the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

Excursion Plans for 2018 
GGHS hopes to schedule the running of RGS Goose No. 5 on the Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge 
Railroad in February, our second annual wintertime excursion!  This was great fun last year, with snowstorms, 
spectacular winter scenery, and  delicious food and beverage.  The Goose goes to Cascade Canyon, stops for a 
box lunch by the fireside, and then returns to Durango.  We have tentatively scheduled two consecutive week-
ends in February.  The Goose plans to be back in Durango in August, for end-of-the summer excursions to Sil-
verton.  Our “Fall Colors” spectacular on the Cumbres and Toltec will be repeated in late September and early 
October.  “Like us” on Facebook, so that you are the first to learn when tickets are available.  Popular excur-
sions sell out quickly.  You can see the detailed schedules on our website (www.GallopingGoose5.org).   



 

The Colorado Grand Visits Museum 

A crowd of local residents turned 
out for this year’s Colorado Grand 
vintage sports car tour through 
Dolores, Colorado.  On Thursday 
September 14th, locals were able 
to photograph and appreciate near-
ly one hundred vintage cars as 
they traveled through town from 
Telluride and onward to Durango 
to Buena Vista.  Not since this 
time last year have so many 
unique cars come to Dolores. 

 
.  The Galloping Goose Historical 
Society had been invited, once 
again, to be an official stop along 
the route.  Volunteers served driv-
ers and their crew coffee, cookies, 
and ice cream.  The car owners 
were very generous with their 
time, answering questions, posing 
for photos, and generally allowing 
visitors to gawk at their beautiful 
automobiles. 
 

According to their website, “The 

tour attracts entrants from around 
the world and always includes 
several 1920’s and 1930’s cars. 
Typical makes include Mercedes-
Benz, Ferrari, Porsche, Bugatti, 
Alfa Romeo, Bentley, Aston Mar-
tin, Jaguar, Maserati, and Allard.” 
 
The Galloping Goose Historical 
Society is one of many small 

western Colorado charities that 
receive support from The Colora-
do Grand.  Over the past few 

years, The Colorado Grand has 
paid to reroof the depot, reuphol-
ster  the seats in Goose No. 5, and 

replace the rear passenger win-
dows in the Goose with tempered 
glass.  Funds from the 2016 Colo-

rado Grand grant were used, in 
part, to upgrade the shop located 
adjacent to the museum.   
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Santa Comes to Town December 9 
The Society operates Goose No. 5 and offers special activities for the local 

community several times each year, but no event is more popular than our 
Christmas with Santa event.  Conducted in cooperation with the Town of 
Dolores, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Dolores Public Library, this event 
attracts over a hundred children and their parents and families.  The evening 
starts with a bonfire, cookies, and hot chocolate in front of the town hall.  Last 
year, a sleigh pulled by miniature ponies brought Santa.  Families board  RGS 
Goose No. 5 for several short runs back and forth in front of the depot and 
town hall,. A Dolores Library children’s librarian reads a Christmas story and 
leads the children in a popular holiday song. in the back of the Goose.  Fami-
lies disembark from the Goose and wait patiently to sit on Santa’s lap in the 
museum, which is decorated with antique Christmas decorations.   
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Embankment washout at Starvation Creek,  
August  13,1909 

 
THREE NEW MUSEUM DONATIONS 

by Lew Matis 
 
 

In late summer , the Galloping Goose Histor ical 
Society received three significant donations to our 
museum collection. Mile Posts 135 and 137 and the 
bridge sign for Bridge 138A,were donated by Califor-
nia resident Dave Grandt .  Dave is also owner of 
Grandt Models, which provides hundreds of detail 
pieces for modeling narrow gauge equipment and 
structures.  The three items were given to Dave by a 
friend,. They were collected from the RGS right-of-
way between Mancos Hill and Hesperus.  Dave donat-
ed them to the Society, so that they could be shared 
with the public. 
 

The story associated with the three artifacts will be-
come the basis for a new museum display.  On August 
13, 1909, after heavy thunderstorms, the wooden cul-
vert that carried Starvation Creek under a RGS em-
bankment became plugged by debris, causing water to 
backup.  Water flowed over the tracks and washed out 
the embankment, leaving the tracks suspended in mid-
air.  The afternoon passenger train heading eastbound 
towards Durango approached the washed-out fill. En-
gineer Ellis Roberts saw the washout but not soon 
enough to stop the train.  By a small miracle, the rails 
held, leaving the 35 ton locomotive suspended in mid-
air!  No one was injured, but Ellis and his fireman had 
to crawl over the locomotive tender to safety. 
  

Rather than rebuilding the culvert, the RGS chose to 
build a bridge.  Because the bridge was located three 
tenths of a mile beyond MP 137 and was the only 
bridge between MP 137 and 138, it was assigned 
bridge number 138A.  This bridge sign and nearby 
mileposts were donated to the museum by Dave. 
 

Text and a photos of this wreck can be found on pp. 

237-238 and p. 246 in The Rio Grande Southern Rail-

road by Josie Moore Crum and pp. 172-173 in “Silver 

San Juan “by Hope Ferrell. 

   

 

Shopping for Goose Gifts Made Easy 

with Online Shopping 
 

Are you looking for that perfect gift for a railfan on 
your holiday shopping list?  Check out the Society’s 
new online gift store for items such as the new Goose 
polo shirt, the ever popular long-sleeved denim work 
shirt, or a hooded sweatshirt.  Wine glasses and bever-
age glasses with the running Goose logo are a unique 
gift you can’t find anywhere else. 
 

The on-line store is a small extension of the Museum 
Gift Shop offering about 15 items of general interest, 
clothing items, and gifts. To date, museum gift shop 
manager Donna Guggenheim reports that we have had 
orders for each of the displayed clothing items (hats, 
shirts, sweatshirts and jackets), the wine and beverage 
glasses, and books.  
 

You can also use the online gift store to renew your 
membership and make a donation.  How about 
including a Society membership with that gift you‘re 
purchasing?  Supporting GGHS has never been easier!  

 

(a) The high quality Goose 

logo appears on most cloth-

ing.  (b) The new Goose on 

Hangman’s Trestle t-shirt is 

very popular. (c) Goose 

glasses are a unique gift.   

The Colorado Experience 
 

      Watch PBS on Thursday December 7 for a prem-
ier showing of “Galloping Goose” on The Colorado 
Experience.  RMPBS photographers and repor ters 
rode the Goose, interviewed crew, and took photos of 
Goose No. 5 riding the rails during this year’s excur-
sion on the Cumbres and Toltec.  If you’ve never had 
a chance to ride the Goose, this is your chance to ex-
perience it and learn some history.    

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/m
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/m
https://secure.squarespace.com/commerce/donate?donatePageId=5754f5bee707eb9275387b0f
https://www.coloradogives.org/


Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships and  
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

We invite you and your friends 
to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
Please enclose this form 

with your check made payable to the GGHS or  
Include credit card information and send to: 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 
Website: www.GallopingGoose5.org 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 9/1/17 to 8/31/18 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
 
(    ) Annual Individual $35 $   

(    ) Annual Family   $45 $   

(    ) Annual Business   $50 $   

(    ) Life Member  $500 $   

(    ) Patron   $1,000 $   

(    ) Benefactor  $5,000 $   
 

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum Display   $   

        Goose No. 5 Maintenance 

              and Excursions  $   
 

  SUBTOTAL $    

  SOUVENIRS $    

 TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check # `     or  Credit Card  (circle one) 
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      
 

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

SPECIAL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Hat  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Circle:  Black or Gray, 
RGS logo or Running Goose Logo) 

$35  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $40  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Circle:  Goose on Hang-
man’s Trestle or Running Goose) 

$20  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Challenger All Weather Jacket  $165  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE     







 

Thanks for your support in 2017! 

The Galloping Goose Historical 
Society of Dolores 



     

 

    

 

 

 

C&TS 

September 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dolores Colorado 

September/October 2017 


