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Upcoming Events 
Board Meeting Dates:  
November 21, Decem-
ber12, January 16 and 
February 20 are at the 
museum in Dolores 
starting at 6:00 pm. They 
are open to GGHS mem-
bers and public. 
 
Santa in Dolores: Santa 
will visit GGHS on De-
cember 14th starting at 
4:00 pm. 
 
D&SNG Winter Pho-
tographer’s Special: 
Possibility that Goose 5 
will participate in mid-
February 2020.  
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop (Mid-May to 
Mid-October): 10 am-5 
pm (Monday-Saturday 
or by appointment). 
 
Here’s a new item in 
the GGHS Gift Shop. It 
makes a great Christ-

mas gift!  
Visit the 
online 
GGHS Gift 
store and 
help sup-
port the 
Society! 

GallopingGoose5.org 
/gift-shop 
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The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Galloping Goose 
Historical Society was held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 14.  At Dolores Public Library’s community 
room, Society members re-elected Joe Becker as 
president and Bill Wolf as vice-president of our 

organization. (A copy of the agenda and minutes 
are posted on our website).  A 12-person tour 
group from England, Darjeeling Tours, joined us 
afterwards for an American-style picnic of 
hotdogs, hamburgers and brats with “goose” 
rides. Their leader, Peter “Fuzzy” Jordan, offered 
to organize a railfan-centered tour of England for 
GGHS members next 
year.  Special recogni-
tion is given to the 
Town of Dolores for 
providing use of the 
town hall as a dining 
facility.  It was a great 
refuge away from this 
year’s overabundant 
yellow jacket hornets. Thanks to all who attended 
and made this event special. 

2019 GGHS Annual Meeting  Board of Directors 
2019 to 2020 

Joe Becker (President) 
Bill Wolf (Vice Presi-
dent) 
Ole Bye (Secretary) 
Rodney Guggenheim 
(Treasurer) 
John Hernandez 
Chris Pranskatis 
Jeff Taylor 
 
Office Manager 
Denise Bowyer 
 
Goose #5 Crew  
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
RJ McKay 
John Randall  
Chris Pranskatis 
Bill Wolf 
 
Trainee Crew  
Kent Aikin 
Ben Deason 
Ken Vance 

On September 11, 2019, a juried sports car tour visit-
ed GGHS.  The Colorado Grand departed Telluride in 

the morning, and found Dolores to be the ideal stopping point.  GGHS 
served coffee, cookies and pastries to 
sports car enthusiasts from around 
the world. Our “Hotrod on Rails” was 
the main attraction for these folks. 
This annual one thousand mile tour is 
a great supporter of GGHS.  In the 
past, their donations have helped 
with general operating expenses, re-
roof our museum building and re-
upholster seats in RGS Goose No. 5’s 
freight box.  Thanks for visiting! 

Renew your GGHS membership today! 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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GGHS Fall Excursions 
 
This Autumn, transportation of RGS Goose 
No. 5 to its venues was challenging.  Our 
truckers, who donate transport, developed 
mechanical issues with their fleet. They could 
only complete the first leg of our transport 
scheme. GGHS had to scramble to hire 
transport for the second and third legs of our 
journey. The financial picture for excursions 
turned rather bleak . Luckily some members 
of  the “Goose Crew” stepped forward to 
cover much of the increased transport cost. 
 
With summer lingering on, Autumn colors 
came late this year. The weather though was clear, warm and dry. On the C&TS, tickets were mostly 
sold out for our runs. Trips by RGS Goose No.5 included two Chama/Osier trips, a Chama/Antonito 
and Antonito/Chama trip and a Cumbres turn.  Runby highlights this year included Cresco, Tangle-
foot Curve, Cascade Bridge, Lava Tank , Windy Point and walk-throughs at Rock Tunnel.  

Two weeks later, RGS Goose No. 5 travelled to Ridgway Colorado 
for the first time in more than 65 years. It travelled from Durango to 
Ridgway in under four hours, including a stop for lunch in Dolores.  
Goose 5 participated in Ridgway Railroad Museum’s first ever 
“Gathering of the Flock.” Participating was RGS Model T-1, RGS Mo-
tor 1, RGS Goose No. 4, RGS Goose No. 5 and RGS Motor 6.  Goose 
5 also returned to Dolores via Lizard Head. 

 
 
 

GGHS Endowment Fund 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society has estab-
lished an Endowment Fund through Onward! a Leg-
acy Foundation.  “Onward!” is a Cortez, Colorado 
based community foundation that provides scholar-
ships, grants and non-profit endowment manage-
ment services in the Four Corners area.  As of 9/30, 
our balance is $23,079. This “rainy day“ fund enables 
GGHS to begin partially funded projects, tapping 
non-endowment reserves, with the endowment 
backstopping against possible financial risks.  Mem-
bers are asked to continue to fund this endowment 
and include the GGHS in your estate planning.   

GGHS Financial Report  
As of mid-October2019, GGHS received $6,180 in membership 
dues, $17,360 in grants and donations, $6,393 from excursions, 
$13,445 in merchandise sales and $417 in miscellaneous in-
come. Total receipts were $43,795. GGHS spent $17,101 for ad-
ministrative/office, $12,180 for insurance, $15,243 for mainte-
nance and utilities, $7,189 for merchandise, $5,209 for advertis-
ing and marketing and $658 in miscellaneous excursion ex-
penses. Total expenses were $57,580. GGHS had a net income 
of -$13,785.  This loss is somewhat expected since GGHS insur-
ance costs were pre-paid in full at the beginning of the year.  
Donations, grants, C&TS excursion money, and membership 
fees are typically received in the 4th quarter of the year.  
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GOOSE CREW 
GGHS motormen have adopted lingo picked up from host rail-
roads for shorthand communication. “That’ll Do”, “Good to Go” 
and “Bring ‘er Back” are self-explanatory.  Crew must “Read a 
Switch” so as not to later “Split a Switch.” You never want “Jump a 
Frog” because someone will yell “STOP! STOP! STOP!” After a long 
day of Goose travels, crew may comment after dinner, that the 
“Box is Up and the Chain is Across” meaning that we’re “Good to 
Go” for a good night’s sleep. 

Gift Items from GGHS Santa Comes to 

the Galloping 

Goose  

Historical Society  

Museum  
December 14 at 

4:00pm  

 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society is partici-
pating again this year in Colorado Gives Day.  
The Community First Foundation and FirstBank in 
Denver have created a website to accept on-line 
contributions for registered Colorado non-
profits.  Their signature event is Colorado Gives 
Day, a one day charitable campaign in Colora-
do to encourage charitable giving. Contributions 
can be scheduled ahead of time to be made on 
December 10th.  You do not need to be a Colora-
do resident to participate. Last year GGHS re-
ceived over $1,850 in donations. Donate at Colo-
radoGivesDay.org. 

Prices include shipping. Order before 
12/10 for pre-Christmas delivery. 
Save money by visiting  Dolores. 

 
Apron                                                $35 
Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose,  
Hangman’s Trestle Goose, Running 
Goose, 3 Geese, Embroidered RGS)  $28 
Lined Windbreaker Jacket                 $70 
Polo Shirt  (Black, Gray, Blue, or Coffee 
Bean with Running Goose Logo)     $35 
Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt  $45 
Baseball Cap                                      $25 
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The Rio Grande 
Southern Railroad 
provided transport to 
facilitate economic 
development in 
Southwest Colorado 
for the first half of the 

twentieth century.  Its history extends be-
yond its last twenty years with the motors/
geese.  GGHS has started to collect DRGW 
narrow gauge freight cars for its museum 
collection to help tell the non-goose history 
of the RGS.   
 
In Dolores, GGHS has DRGW box car 3688 
and DRGW drop bottom gondola 842. It al-
so owns DRGW stock cars 5784 and 5543 
that are awaiting transport. GGHS is also 
part of a three way trade that will obtain 
DRGW high side gondola 1646.  These cars 
will illustrate the importance of RGS during 
the first half of the twentieth century. 
 
GGHS has surplus donated rail.  It has real-
ized that building a shortline railroad is be-
yond its capabilities..  As long as it can op-
erate on host railroads, not even a half mile 
demonstration loop is needed.  With the 
price offered for scrap steel in the Dolores 
area being less than the cost of transporting 
it, using it for trade makes good sense.  
Used lighter rail (60 lb. and 75 lb.) is in short 
supply and is needed by both the C&TS and 
DSNG. GGHS will keep enough rail, hidden 
away in weeds, just in case it is needed in 
the future.  

   

Our society contin-
ues to campaign for donations to pay for upgrades 
to RGS Goose No, 5’s powertrain.  Lone Wolf Weld-
ing has fabricated a removable trestle to insert in 
the Society’s loading pit. The pit can now double as 
an inspection/work area under the “Goose.”  It also 
allows Goose No. 5 to truly “arrive” at the front door 
of the museum.  

 
RGS cobbled many patch-
es and welds for reinforce-
ment of the underframe 
while running the “Goose” 
in service.  While the un-
derframe is perfectly ser-
viceable, adding reverser 
brackets could alter the 
structural integrity in un-
known ways. It was decid-
ed before our September 
excursions to defer the in-
stallation of the “reverser” 
until the underframe can 
be rebuilt.  

 
In the interest of safety, GGHS tried to add a remov-
able GPS speedometer and a removable backup 
camera for use during excursions.  Both are “works 
in progress.” The speedometer has trouble in narrow 
canyons and under dense tree cover. Unshielded 
ignition wires most likely create static that affects 
backup camera picture quality.  
 
A future improvement planned for RGS Goose No.5 
is to add a second battery with a marine battery 
switch and charging diodes.  

Freight Car Collection 

RGS Goose No. 5  

 

If you're looking for a simple, automatic way to  support 
GGHS, you should start your Amazon on-line shopping 
experience using their smile.amazon.com website.  Am-
azonSmile is a program that donates 0.5% of your eligi-
ble purchases from Amazon to a charity of your choice. 
Login at smile.amazon.com , select GGHS as your bene-
ficiary, and  shop as you normally would.  There is no 
extra cost to you.  Amazon will  donate 0.5% of the pur-
chase price to GGHS. If you are an Amazon on-line 
shopper, please participate using AmazonSmile. 

https://amzn.to/2IRh1vw
https://amzn.to/2IRh1vw
https://amzn.to/2IRh1vw
https://amzn.to/2IRh1vw


Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships,   
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

 
We invite you and your friends to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
 

Please enclose this form with your check made payable 
to the GGHS or include credit card information . 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2020 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 9/1/2019 to 8/31/2020 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Member    $45 $   

Annual Business   $100 $   

Life Member  $500 $   

Patron   $1,000 $   

Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum     $   

        Goose No. 5/Excursion     $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

 

   SUBTOTAL $    

  SOUVENIRS $    

 TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card   
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $35    

Baseball Cap  $25  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Black, Gray, Blue, or Cof-
fee Bean with Running Goose Logo) 

$35  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $40  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $45  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose, Hang-
man’s Trestle Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS) 

$28  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $65  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket  $70  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $42  Black or Gray  






 

 

Thanks for your past 

support! 

 

The Galloping 
Goose Historical 

Society of 
Dolores 

 

 

 



                                                    

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                   

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


