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The Galloping 
Goose Historical 

Society of  
Dolores, Inc. 

 
P.O. Box 297  
421 Railroad Avenue 
Dolores, CO  81323  
Phone: 970-882-7082  
 
Email address: 
gghs5@centurytel.net  
 
Website: 
GallopingGoose5.org 
 
Board Meeting Dates:  
December 17, 2020, Jan-
uary 21, 2021, February 
18, 2021, March18,2021. 
All meetings are at the 
museum in Dolores 
where masks and social 
distancing can be prac-
ticed. Monthly board 
meetings start at 6:00 
pm and are open to 
GGHS members and 
public.  
 
RGS Goose No. 5 Oper-
ations: All  operations 
are on hold. 2021 opera-
tions will be determined 
using  state COVID 
guidelines. 
 
GGHS Museum and 
Gift Shop: By appoint-
ment only during the 
winter.  Please email 
GGHS to schedule a visit. 
 
19% COVID Discount!! 
 Visit the online GGHS 
Gift store and help sup-
port the Society. 
GallopingGoose5.org 
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The Annual Member’s Meeting of Galloping 
Goose Historical Society took place in Dolores in the 
shade behind the museum. Social distancing was 
practiced. The rear platform proved to be a great 
stage for activities. Nineteen members attended. 

A summary of finances and past year’s activities 
were presented. (An up-to-date financial summary 
is included in this newsletter.) Members adopted 
changes to the bylaws that made the vice-president 
a board-elected position and staggered directors’ 
elections to two per annual meeting. Four board 
members and president were elected. 

Future activities planned by GGHS were also 
discussed.  These activities include  RGS Goose No. 
5 resuming Dolores community activities and run-
ning excursions on host railroads.  Our museum will 
open when volunteers are available or by appoint-
ment. (These activities are dependent on state 
COVID restrictions.)  Efforts will be made to com-
plete the maintenance/loading pit and  upgrade the 
“Goose” underframe for installation of the drive 
train “reverser” box . Restoration work on GGHS 
freight cars will continue. Building a freight car dis-
play track behind the museum on already leased 
park property will become a top priority. Long term, 
GGHS will propose to the Dolores Town Parks Com-
mittee that a picnic shelter/winter “Goose” storage 
pavilion be built. It would be similar to the shelter 
now being used to protect the wooden RGS 20 
movie prop in Durango’s Santa Rita Park. During the 
summer, the Dolores pavilion could provide shade 
and weather protection for community events and 
picnickers.  In the winter, it could become an over-
hang to protect RGS Goose No. 5 from wintery 
weather. The pavilion would be located at end of 
the track in Flander’s Park near 4th Street.  It is sug-
gested that this proposal be a multi-year project to 
be included in the town’s Comprehensive Parks 
Plan. 

  Because of COVID-19 concerns, no picnic lunch 
followed the annual meeting but Terry McKay pro-
vided yummy homemade apple turnovers for a  
quick “grab and go.” 

 GGHS Annual  
Members’ Meeting  
September 5,2020 

Board of Directors 
2020 to 2021 

Joe Becker (President) 
Bill Wolf (Vice Presi-
dent) 
Chris Pranskatis 
(Secretary) 
Rodney Guggenheim 
(Treasurer) 
Olaf Bye 
RJ McKay 
Jeff Taylor 
Office Manager 
Denise Bowyer 
 
Goose #5 Crew  
Kent Aikin 
Joe Becker 
Joe Beringer 
Ben Deason 
RJ McKay 
Chris Pranskatis 
John Randall  
Ken Vance 
Bill Wolf  

Please  

renew your 

 2020-2021  

membership. 

http://www.gallopinggoose5.org/gift-shop/
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Thank you members!! 
Dear Members, 

 Our board is very thankful for the support you have 
shown for our organization this past year.  Due to your finan-
cial support, GGHS will cover all expenses incurred during 
2020 and will enter 2021 without a financial burden to carry 
forward.  We received a few major contributions and many 
smaller contributions as well.  Those 2020 GGHS activities not 
cancelled received enough funding to allow us to continue 
with our museum efforts. Increased online/mail order gift 
shop sales helped reduce an inventory that became surplus 
when our excursions were cancelled. Many folks renewed 
memberships early or paid forward an extra year. We recent-
ly rehired our business manager/bookkeeper back on a re-
duced schedule to keep our financial side in order. 

Our volunteers should be applauded for their efforts dur-
ing 2020. Most of our restoration work and maintenance is 
done by our “Goose Crew.”  These volunteers are the RGS 
Goose No. 5 motormen who, in addition to paying their own 
expenses during excursions, also do the heavy lifting 
(literally) on museum projects (laying track, rebuilding freight 
cars, platform repair etc.) . Other volunteers staff our muse-
um and help with mailings . These volunteers, although their 
demographic could be considered high risk for COVID, man-
aged to keep our museum open on a reduced schedule.   
Although following state/county guidelines, they did put 
themselves at increased risk. .   

2021 will be a very challenging year for the organization. 
We do not anticipate to receive any revenue until May other 
than online/mail order sales and donations. Perhaps, then, 
our museum can open for a reduced tourist season.  In late 
summer, maybe we can resume full day excursions on narrow 
gauge railroads and schedule a visit to the Ridgway Railroad 
Museum. We, as a nation, must truly “turn the corner” on 
COVID for GGHS to fully reopen for success. 

Gift shop sales, membership renewals, donations and 
fundraising will all help GGHS through the COVID crisis. 
Please remember Colorado Gives Day on December 8th,, 
Amazon Smile, and the City Market/Kroger Rewards Pro-
gram as ways to help our organization. Upgrade your 
membership to “Life” or purchase a “Life” membership for a 
grandchild or another family member. All will help your or-
ganization. 

As members, please send thoughts and ideas. Give a 
“proper signal“ for our future.  Thanks!! 

 
Galloping Goose Historical Society Board of Directors 

 

GGHS owns two stock cars, DRGW 
5784 and 
DRGW 5543. 
They were 
moved to 
Dolores from 
Antonito, Colo-
rado early this 
summer. Work 
was begun to 

replace what was left of the roofs of 
both stock cars. The top 4 x 6 framing 
timber was reinforced. Battens on 
both cars were replaced. Only one of 
the  ridge beams needed replace-
ment. Cars were re-roofed with 2 x 6 
tongue and groove. New 2 x 6 roof 
walks were added. All material was 
primed and covered with two coats of 
paint (either black or red/brown) be-
fore installation.  New doors will be 
made during the winter. Special 
thanks to RJ McKay, Bill Wolf, Hayden 
Cook, Lew Matis  and Joe Becker for 
their efforts.  

 Donations 
to support our 
restoration ef-
forts can be 
made to our 
museum fund.  

GGHS Freight Cars 

DSNG Operating Rule 84 
 

A train must not move unless  
the proper signal is given. 

Museum Artifacts 
 

This past year, our museum has re-
ceived various artifacts to enhance our 
displays. These include a switch stand 
and lantern, a pair of caboose lanterns 
and a baggage cart. Additionally, we 
received a substantial monetary dona-
tion to reframe two original watercol-
ors with anti-glare UV museum glass. 
Other items donated in recent years 
include a RGS stove, mile posts and  
bridge numbers. With folks hunkered 
down, staying close to home, now is 
the time to clean out those storage  
areas with their hidden gems. Our soci-
ety welcomes the donation of railroad 
artifacts looking for a new home. 
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GGHS Endowment Fund 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society has estab-
lished an Endowment Fund through Onward! a 
Legacy Foundation.  “Onward!” is a Cortez, Colo-
rado based community foundation that provides 
scholarships, grants and non-profit endowment 
management services in the Four Corners area.  As 
of 9/30, our balance was $23,261. Additionally, 
$4,500 in contributions were made after 9/30 close. 
GGHS will try not to tap into this “rainy day“ fund 
to survive COVID-19 unless it is absolutely neces-
sary.  Members are asked to continue to fund this 
endowment. It could become crucial to our survival 
in 2021. Please consider the GGHS Endowment 
Fund in your estate planning.   

GGHS Mid-November  
Financial Report  

As of mid-November 2020, GGHS received 
$9,010 in membership dues, $33,963 in 
grants and donations, $6,372 from excur-
sions (2019 C&TS excursions), $8,088 in mer-
chandise sales and $1,341 in miscellaneous 
income. Total receipts were $58,774. GGHS 
spent $10,565 for administrative/office, 
$14,727 for insurance, $10,583 for mainte-
nance and utilities, $3,113 for merchandise, 
$3,928 for advertising and marketing and 
$1,053 in miscellaneous excursion expenses. 
Total expenses were $43,969. GGHS had a 
net gain of $14,805. This gain, though unex-
pected in size, is greatly appreciated. In-
creases from membership renewals, dona-
tions and gift shop sales helped create this 
surplus.  Unfortunately, this surplus will need 
to carry our organization forward for the 
next six months. Little new income is ex-
pected until next summer. Our society ap-
plauds the efforts of our members to sup-
port our organization. GGHS still awaits  a 
partial refund of our 2020 excursion premi-
um that has been promised but not dis-
persed and a promised CARES Act grant 
through the Town of Dolores.  

 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society now benefits from your 
weekly grocery purchases.  GGHS is registered with the City Market 
Community Rewards Program. Money is donated to participating 
community organizations based on registered City Market shopper’s 
transaction history and  preferences. Just connect to  
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards , 
 create a digital account, and link your City Market Shopper’s Card 
to that account. Select the Galloping Goose Historical Society 
(NV923) for GGHS to benefit from your purchases.  Since joining this 

program this year,  GGHS has already received over $500 in donations from this program. We en-
courage our members to participate in this effort. All Kroger Family of Stores participate in this pro-
gram including City Market, Kroger, King Soopers and Smith’s.  

The Galloping Goose 
Historical Society is 
participating in Colora-
do Gives Day again 
this year.  The Commu-
nity First Foundation 

and FirstBank in Denver have created a website to 
accept on-line contributions for registered Colorado 
non-profit organizations with state certification.  
Their signature event is Colorado Gives Day, a one 
day charitable campaign in Colorado to encourage 
charitable giving. Contributions can be scheduled 
ahead of time or made on December 8th.  Donate at 
ColoradoGivesDay.org. It’s a great source for infor-
mation about our society and other Colorado non-
profits. It’s a “one stop” donating opportunity to 
contribute to multiple Colorado non-profits. You do 
not need to be a Colorado resident to participate.   

https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards


 

Muldoon Signage Display 
 

Construction on the Rio Grande Southern 
Railroad started in 1890 with construction 
crews working from Ridgway and Durango. 
They built toward each other, reaching Mul-
doon, a passing siding approximately 16 
miles east of Dolores. The rails were joined 
during a snow storm on December 20, 1891, 
without pictures or ceremony.  

In 1991, the Galloping Goose Historical 
Society decided to commemorate the 100 
year anniversary of the railroad’s completion 
with a little more “pomp and circumstance.”  
A section of rail and ties were laid and a sign painted. A mock ceremony was performed. During the 
celebration, Val Truelsen wandered off and found two boards nailed together.  Weathering had re-
moved all their paint but left a raised surface of letters to indicate that it was the railroad’s Muldoon 
sign.  He moved the sign to a more hidden location. When he returned a couple days later, it was 
gone.  In 2018, during a reorganization of the museum’s freight shed, the sign was found in the raft-
ers with a tag and collection number. 

The weathered boards in the  photo above is the Muldoon sign that was found in the weeds. The 
middle sign is a re-creation of that sign.  The third sign is a theater prop used for the 1991 one hun-
dred anniversary celebration. 
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Holiday  Sale at the GGHS  

Gift Shop ends 12/31/2020 

 

GGHS continues its 19% discount on 
all gift store purchases through the 
end of 2020. This includes purchases 
made by mail order or online. Here is 
a sample of items that are available 
priced with discounts and shipping 
costs included. 

Save money on shipping costs by  
visiting our Dolores Museum.  

(Please email ahead to arrange a  
visit.) 

gghs5@centurytel.net 

Denim Shirt (light blue 
long sleeve) 

$37 

Apron                                                 $38 

Windbreaker Jacket 
(lined, gray or black) 

$57 
      

Polo Shirt  (black, gray, 
blue, or coffee bean with 
Running Goose  logo) 

    $38 

Baseball Cap                                       $24 

Muldoon 1949 Muldoon 1991 



Galloping Goose Historical Society Membership Renewal and 

Galloping Goose Souvenir Order Form 

Please use this form for new memberships,   
renewals or for ordering souvenirs. 

 
We invite you and your friends to join the 

Galloping Goose Historical Society. 
 

Please enclose this form with your check made payable 
to the GGHS or include credit card information . 

 

GGHS, P.O. Box 297, Dolores, CO  81323 
Email contact: gghs5@centurytel.net 

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Membership dues are from 8/31/2020 to 8/31/2021 
 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:     State:   
 
Zip Code _______Phone:     
 
Email:        
Membership: 

Annual Member    $45 $   

Annual Business   $100 $   

Life Member  $500 $   

Patron   $1,000 $   

Benefactor  $5,000 $   

Donations:   

       General Operating  $   

        Museum/Freight Car  $   

        Goose No. 5/Excursion     $   

        GGHS Endowment Fund            $___________ 

 DONATION SUBTOTAL $    

  

   SOUVENIRS $    

  TOTAL REMITTED $    

Order Date:     
 
I have enclosed a total payment of $    
for membership renewal and souvenir purchases. 
 
Check #      or  Credit Card   
 
Credit Card type (   ) 
 
#        
 
Expiration Date:      
 
Signature:       
 
(     )  I would like to receive Track ‘n Feathers news-
letter by email:      

Call the office (970) 882-7082 for more information or email us at gghs5@centurytel.net. Check out our  
webstore at  www.GallopingGoose5.org   All prices include shipping and handling.   

19% COVID 

Discount 

 Applied  

 

MAIL ORDER SOUVENIRS PRICE QUANTITY SIZES and DESIGNS TOTAL PRICE 

Apron $38    

Baseball Cap  $24  Running Goose or RGS logo  

Polo Shirt  (Black, Gray, Blue, or Cof-
fee Bean with Running Goose Logo) 

$38  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Set of 4 beverage or wine glasses $33  Beverage or Wine  

Long Sleeve Light Blue Denim Shirt $37  S     M      L      XL     2XL  

Tee Shirt  (Line Drawing Goose, Hang-
man’s Trestle Goose, Running Goose, 3 
Geese, Embroidered RGS) 

$23  M      L      XL     2XL  3XL  

Hooded Sweatshirt $53  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Lined Windbreaker Jacket (Black or 
Gray) 

$57  S     M      L      XL     2XL   3XL  

Blanket $35  Black or Gray  









Thanks for your support in 

2020! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes for 2021! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Galloping Goose Historical Society of Dolores 
 


